
    
 Useful Local Contacts  

 
Anglian Water Emergencies                     08457  145145 
Borough Council: 
                     - St Edmundsbury Offices     763233 

      -  Local Member Mrs Sarah Mildmay-White    01359 270580 
Bradfield Grapevine Magazine: 
                      - Editors  Mr Peter Newlands   388637 
                      - and  Mrs Margaret Lovick   386662  
Bury Stray Cat Fund                                                                                                 388455 
Charity for the Relief in Sickness: 
         - Secretary  Mrs Vicky Spall    386357 
County Council: 
                     - Suffolk County Council Switchboard       01473 583000 
                     - Local Member Mr Terry Clements     01284 761018  
Dentist (Emergency) – by appointment, Saturday and Sunday afternoons 0300 130 3065  
Doctor – for Suffolk Doctors on Call out of hours service ring own doctors’ surgery or -
NHS Choices                                                       111 
Electricity   UK Power Networks Supply Faults   0800 783 8838 
Footpath Warden                              Mrs Fenella Fraser                                         388310 
Gospel Hall   Mr Keith Arknett                                 01359 240910 
Library  (Mobile Van Driver – Steve Adams)                                              07837 581371 
Village Book Club Co-ordinator     Mrs Pat Brender                                               386597 
Member of Parliament  Mrs Jo Churchill                                             752311 
                                                                                  www.jochurchill.mp@parliament.uk    
Neighbourhood Watch Contact Mrs Dianne Bullard   386598 
Parish Council Clerk  Mrs Nicola Smith       07817170906 
Police                                      101 (non-urgent), 999 or 01473 613500 
                                                                              Twitter Name :  @stedspolice 
Post Office     Bury Delivery Office   358201 
Schools and Colleges: 

Cockfield Primary School      828287  
Thurston Community College        01359 230885 
West Suffolk College      701301 

St Clare Church – Rector  Rev Sharon Potter   828599  
             - Church Warden Mrs Margaret Newlands                  388637  
St Edmunds R C Church  Fr Mark Hackeson   754358 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust  Bradfield Woods             01449 737996   
Village Hall – Bookings  Mrs Val Nunn    388830 
       -  Secretary  Mrs Isobel Payne    386169 
Village Recorder   Mrs Val Nunn    388830 
West Suffolk Hospital       713000 
Women’s Institute Secretary  Mrs Enid Hunt    386565 
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As both Mike and Keith report in their pieces in this edition, it has 
been a mild and sunny Autumn. Of course as I write this the 
Soothsayers in the media warn us of a hard winter to come with 
many days of very cold and snowy weather. We shall see! 
In his thoughtful and reflective poem, The Lark, John reminds us 
that the time for Remembrance is upon us. With so much turmoil in 
the world it seems increasingly important that we do not forget the 
sufferings of other whilst we remember those who fought and lost 
their lives for us. 
You will learn in this edition of the arrangements that have been 
and are being made for the celebration of Advent in the village. Last 
year’s events were great fun and hugely enjoyed by so many 
villagers. The arrangements for this year seem destined to continue 
in the same way! It is wonderful for the village to have opportunities 
such as these to meet and enjoy celebrating together. A reminder 
about these events will be dropping through your letterbox within 
the next couple of weeks. 
Once again the generosity of the village was displayed by the 
wonderful contribution made to the Macmillan Cancer Support Fund 
as a result of the Coffee Morning held at Linden House.  
 
Margaret Lovick                                             Peter Newlands 
Linden House                                                         Dairy Farmhouse 
Bradfield St Clare                                Bradfield St Clare 
Tel: 01284 386662                               Tel: 01284 388637 
                                              pjrmrn@aol.com 
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Cockfield Benefice Services – November 2016 
 

 
Sunday 6th 
November 
3rd Sunday before 
Advent/All Saints 

8am Communion Cockfield 

9.30am Communion BCP Gedding 
4pm Healing Service with 
Communion Bradfield St Clare 

Friday 11th 
November 
Remembrance Day 

10.45 School Remembrance 
Service Cockfield 

 
Sunday 13th 
November 
Remembrance 
Sunday 

9.30am Family Service Felsham 
10.45am Remembrance 
Service Felsham 

10.45am Remembrance 
Service Cockfield 

4pm Communion Bradfield St 
George 

Sunday 20th 
November 
Christ the King 

9.30am Communion Cockfield 

9.30am Morning Prayer 
(BCP) Gedding 

11am Communion Bradfield St 
George 

6pm Six2seven Felsham 

Sunday 27th 
November 
Advent Sunday 

11am Benefice Communion Bradfield St Clare 

 
 
Daily Prayer 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
9am  

Cockfield 
12 noon 
Felsham 

4pm   
Bradfield St 

Clare 

12 noon 
Gedding 

4pm 
Bradfield St 

George 
 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see 

the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 
 

 

 
 

Bin collections in November 
 

Thursday 3rd November     Blue & Brown bins 
Thursday 10th November                                 Black bins 
Thursday 17th November         Blue & Brown bins 
Thursday 24th November                                                   Black bins 
 

 

The Library Van 
 
 

 
 

The Library Van calls every 4 weeks on Wednesdays 
at the Village Hall. 

 
NEXT VISIT:  9.40 – 9.55 am 23rd November 

To contact the mobile library van driver Steve ring him on: 07837 58137 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This advert is too small to be able to show you all we have to offer, 
please visit our website or come and have a cup of tea/coffee and 
discuss your requirements. 

Main Al-Ko and John Deere Dealers 
 
 
 
 

Helping you create the perfect home 
Our local family run business has 30 years of experience 

and a team of committed craftsmen to help you with: 
 

• Carpentry and Joinery 
• Asbestos Removal 
• Garage Conversions 
• Fitted Kitchens 
• Small Renovations 

• Plastering and Rendering 
• Painting and Decorating 
• Interior and Exterior 

Decorating 
• Project management 

 

 
01284 386899 or 07775 429351      

  

  
 

info@phihome.co.uk                      www.phihome.co.uk 
 

 

 

Bradfield St Clare Women’s Institute 
 

 
 

At our meeting in October Revd Canon Atkins amused us greatly with his 
thoughts, “It shouldn’t happen to a Vicar”! 
Our 9th November meeting is a social evening.  
Rosie Swiney in the Chair.  
All members will bring ‘nibbles’ to share! 
New members are always welcome and we are pleased to see invited 
visitors.  
Secretary Enid Hunt – 01284 386565 
 
 

 
CLIVE LEAL  

 

PAINTING AND DECORATING  
 
 

PROPERTY AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE  
 
 

01284 386403 OR 07717 823525 
 

PAINTING AND DECORATING, PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE, LOCKS, GARDENING, GRASS CUTTING 

HEDGE TRIMMING AND SHAPING, 
TREE PRUNING AND FELLING 

 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 

 
FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 

 

     Sales ●Service ●Parts ●Repairs 
                                  1 Brettenham Road 

       Buxhall, Stowmarket, IP14 3DL           
     www.tomlinsongroundcare.co.uk 

 

                                            01449 736060      

          Opening Times 
 

                   Mon– Fri   7.30 am to   5.00 pm 
                                Saturday   7.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

                Visit our LARGE SHOWROOMS 



 
 
 
 
 

The best way to care 
 

Healthy Pet Club 
 

Comprehensive care for your 
pets 

 
• Friendly local practice 
• Convenient late night and 

weekend appointments 
• 24 hour emergency service 
• Free nurse clinics 
• Puppy parties (socialisation for 

your puppy) 
• Free parking 
• Free advice to help you choose 

your perfect pet 

 
 

                 
 
Meet our friendly staff at your  
local Eastgate or visit online at: 
 
 www.eastgatevets.co.uk 
 www.facebook.com/eastgatevets 
 

 
                Cotton Lane Clinic 
                      Cotton Lane 
                         IP33 1XW 
 
                           01284 
                          753961 

 
 

OTHER CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Roman Catholic Church 
 

St Edmund King & Martyr  
Westgate Street, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Mass every Sunday at 8.30am, 10am and 6pm. 
 

Gospel Hall 
 
The Gospel Hall, Bradfield St George 
Every Sunday at 10.30am:  Sunday Breaking of Bread. 
Every Sunday at 2.30pm:  Sunday School and Bible Class 
Every Sunday at 6.30pm:   Gospel Meeting – all welcome. 
Every Wednesday at 6.45pm Young People’s Club 

 
 
 

News from St Clare Church 
 
 

 
 
 
This month we have two services at St Clare Church. The first one 
is a Healing service with communion at 4pm on 6th November, the 
second, at the end of the month on 27th November, is a Benefice 
communion at 11am. We hope you have time to come along to one 
or both of these services.  
There will be two Remembrance services for the Benefice; one at 
Felsham and the other at Cockfied. They will be held at 10.45am on 
Sunday 13th November.  
A huge thank you to the people who have opened the church at 
weekends during the Spring and Summer months and to all those 
who have provided and arranged the flowers in the church. We plan 
to begin the rota once again at Easter next year.  
As with our own gardens, the churchyard needs some tidying up, so 
if you have any time to spare during the morning of 12th and 19th 
November, please come along with your gloves and lots of energy! 
Coffee and biscuits will be provided! 
During harvest time we delivered two large bags of food to the Food 
bank in Bury St Edmunds. A letter of acknowledgement and thanks 
can be viewed in the church porch. Can I ask you to consider 
leaving some items at Clare Cottage, in the church porch, with me 
at Dairy Farmhouse or bring them along to one of our church 
services. It would be good to be able to refill the collecting box 
before Christmas time. 

 
 

- Margaret Newlands (Church Warden) 
 



 
WHIST DRIVE 

         
 

At our October Whist Drive, Vera won the ladies’ prize with a score of 
173, followed by Ros on 168 and just ahead of Joy on 165. Kylie took 
home a wooden spoon, scoring 141. Steve had the highest score of 168 
for the men ahead of Val – playing as a man - on 166.  John was 
awarded a wooden spoon with 145.  
Our next Whist Drive in the Village Hall is on Friday 4th November at 
7.30pm – please come! 
 
 

 

Ready ForAutumn? 
 

Wood Burner installation – HETAS qualified 
Oil Boiler Servicing and Chimney Sweeping 

OFTEC Trained and ICS Member 
Clean and reliable service 

Competitive rates 
Based Locally 

 

All enquiries welcomed 
On 07946295680 

 

Call Mitch  

 
 

DECEMBER/JANUARY ADVERTISEMENTS 
Advertisements for the Christmas issue of The Bradfield Grapevine should be sent 
to either of the two Editors, whose names and addresses appear on the front page,  
by Friday 18th November. 
The cost is £1 per insertion for small ads, £36 per year for half page boxes. 

Payment to Bradfield St Clare Village Hall 
Contact: Peter Newlands or Margaret Lovick 

 

 
Bradfield Weather 

 
 

 
 
 
“No spring nor summer beauty hath such grace as I have seen 
in one autumnal face”. 
                                                                                                                 
John Donne  - The Autumnal  
 
Firstly my grateful thanks to Mike Morley for recording the rainfall 
during my absence on holiday. The end of September continued 
with warm and largely dry conditions although I understand there 
was a mild frost one night.  The little rain that fell brought the total 
for the month to 38mm against an average of 48.5mm. October 
started with a real splash of 10mm on the first day but subsequently 
there have been just a few showers to bring rainfall to date of 
30mm, with an average for the month of 59.7mm. Whilst still 
reasonably warm, the mornings particularly are very autumnal, with 
the trees starting to shed their leaves. 

 
    - Keith Payne 23rd October 2016 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
 

• Friday 4th November – Whist Drive at 7.30pm - Village Hall. 
• Sunday 13th November – Remembrance Service 10.45am - Cockfield 
• Sunday 13th & 27th November – Bingo Nights 8pm - Village Hall 
• Tuesday15th November – Book Club - 7pm - Village Hall 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

ADVENT 2016 
 

Plans are in place for this year’s Bradfield St.Clare 
Advent gatherings. Thank you to all those who 
either phoned me and/or joined us at Bishops Farm 
19th October. It was a cheerful, chatty evening - 
exactly the spirit the Village would love to see at 
this year’s events! 
 

Just TWO dates for your diary: 
SATURDAY 3rd December 

WEDNESDAY 21st December 
 

The first to primarily 'decorate' the tree, the Village 
notice board AND meet an 'alternative' Father 
Christmas!     6.30 to 7.30pm each evening 
The second to sing carols around the tree.  
Each evening will have a hot drink and some 
'Festive eats'. 
Between these dates the tree will be lit up each 
evening so please feel free to visit it and you never 
know who else will be visiting! 
Let's make this year as successful as last - if not 
even better!  

Meet and greet old friends and new. 
NEW this year, offer of transport should anyone 
require it............ 
LOOKOUT for a flyer (to be hand delivered to each 
household) with full details of events round-a-bout 
Friday 25th November. 
 

Any queries please contact: 
LORRAINE MORLEY 01284 386270 
Cheers to lots of Village Christmas f 

 

 
 

 
The Lark 

The Somme 1916 
(A Poem for the fallen) 
 

 

 
 
O’er the land where no footsteps tread,  
soaring gracefully overhead; 
Ascending skyward, wind on its wings,  
ever higher the Lark it sings; 
A song so fine, it gladdens hearts both human and divine; 
What do you tell us when your song you impart,  
a song to lift the saddest heart. 
 
And then at the cease of battles cry did you again rise to the sky 
and fill the air with your melodious tone,  
a song sent of Angels for the souls now gone; 
Above the land now torn and scarred,  
by the hand of man its beauty marred; 
Where once, your young you taught to fly  
and soar into the bright blue sky. 
 
But you now have a different role,  
to guide heavenward, each lost soul; 
And help them find their place of rest,  
a place where they will not be put to the test;  
A place where all souls will unite,  
a place of peace no war in sight; 
For them the pain and suffering gone, 
safe in the keeping of the heavenly throng.  
 
          - John Kirk 

 



 
 
 

 
Open Evening 

Wednesday 9 November 2016 

6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Thurston Sixth is delighted to offer an evening for prospective 
students and their families to visit our inspirational Sixth Form at 
Beyton. There will be guided tours and a chance to speak to current 
students about their courses and Beyton campus life. 

All subject areas will be open to explore, providing an opportunity to 
meet the expert staff who deliver our exciting and broad curriculum. 

Presentation led by Paul Potter, Head of Sixth Form and Vice Principal, 
will take place at 6:30pm and 7:15pm 

Thurston Sixth, Drinkstone Road, Beyton, Suffolk IP30 9AA 

www.thurstoncollege.org	01359	234557	
sixth.admin@thurstoncollege.suffolk.sch.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 

Men’s Hawkhill Bicycle & Helmet 
  

Offers Over £30   
Sale in aid of Church Funds 

 
Telephone 386260 for inspection 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
A BIG THANK YOU! 

 

To all who came to the Coffee 
Morning, thank you for your 
support, hard work and 
donations. 
 

We banked £500 – a wonderful 
testament to what a caring 
village you are! 
 
                - the two Margarets 
 

 
 



Arable Farming at Bishops Farm 
 

                                               
 

What a Wonderful Autumn! 
 
Dry, mild weather from harvest until now has helped us to get all our 
cultivations and planting done in good conditions and on time this 
year. 
 
When I wrote in the September issue we still had spring beans to 
harvest. They were combined early, at the end of August and 
yielded over two tonnes/acre. They were of good quality and 
passed the test for human consumption and so are destined to go 
on a boat to Egypt. 
 
With the weather and soil dry, this year we have flat lifted most of 
the farm to remove soil compaction. Not every year is the soil dry 
enough to do this job, so we have made the best of the good 
conditions. Fields where we have black-grass weed problems we 
power harrowed the stubble and rolled to try to get black-grass 
seeds to germinate and grow. Little success in September; it was 
too dry, but after 10mm of rain in early October many of these stale 
seed beds became green with grass. We sprayed these fields with 
glyphosate (Roundup) to kill the black-grass. 
 
Another year starts on the farm as soon as the harvest finishes. We 
aim to plant next year’s crop of winter barley in the last week of 
September. So potash and phosphate fertilizer is applied to those 
fields prior to ploughing and rolling. This year we have 53 acres of 
winter barley with 11 acres of this being a Six Row variety. Six Row 
means each ear (head) has six rows of grain on it instead of the 
normal two. The reason for growing this is because the Six Row 
barley plant is vigorous growing and smothers competing  
black-grass weeds. That’s the theory; we will see! After planting the  

 
barley, the fields are rolled and sprayed with a pre-emergence 
herbicide to control black-grass and broad-leaved weeds. The 
barley has now emerged and is growing well. 
Our farming now seems timed to beating the dreaded black-grass 
weed, so we delayed planting wheat this year until after 15th 
October. The Agronomists advise this as black-grass germinates in 
late September and early October then declines over the winter. 
The later planting means that less will emerge in the crop. 
 
I have reduced the acreage of wheat we are growing this year 
because of the high chemical and fertilizer costs. We have 50 acres 
of low grade milling varieties for biscuit manufacture. All the wheat 
is now planted, rolled and sprayed, so hopefully there is no more to 
do on winter barley and wheat fields until the spring. 
 
Sugar beet were lifted by our contractor Clem Warner on 16th 
October and put into a long Maus heap by the road form the 
Rectory to Arch Hill. Last weekend all were loaded and delivered to 
the factory – 22 lorry loads, 618 tonnes, all cleaned in about  
4 hours! Although the yield is down, 24 tonnes/acre, to have the 
crop lifted while the land is relatively dry means less damage to the 
soil structure.  
 
As I write Dan is flat lifting the sugar beet field to remove 
compaction made by the harvester that weighs over 40 tonne when 
full of sugar beet. 
 
The next job on the farm is winter ploughing the fields that will be 
planted in the spring with barley, beans and sugar beet. Ploughing 
for the winter usually to a depth of 11 inches to bury this year’s 
stubble and weeds. Hopefully all the ploughing will be finished by 
mid November, then our attention moves to ditch and drain clearing 
again! 
 
        - Mike Morley 
 
 
 
 



 

♥           ♣ 

Whist Drive 
 

 Bradfield St Clare Village Hall 
 

at 7.30 pm on 
 

Friday 4th November 
 

(…and on the first Friday of every month) 
 

Entry £2.00 including refreshments,  
tea or coffee. 

If preferred, bring your own drinks.   
 

Cash Prizes & Draw   
 

Raffle Prizes Welcomed! 
 

Come along and bring your friends 
 

In aid of Village Hall funds 
 

♦                          ♠ 
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