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‘Bradefelde/fella: Count of Mortaine; Abbot of St Edmunds’ before and after 
1066 and Roric and Falk from him.Church, 80 goats.’  
So reads the Bradfield entry of the census in 1066 from the Doomsday 
Book. Of course, in 1066 Bradfield comprised of three villages, Combust, St 
George and St Clare.  It will be interesting to see how 2021 Census will 
reflect on Bradfield St Clare. Count of Mortaine was the second largest 
landowner after Royalty at the time.  Who knew? Hope we all remembered 
to complete the 2021 Census. 
  
Clocks sprang forward at midnight on 27th March – all those lovely extra 
daylight hours. Hopefully, accompanied by some good weather so we can 
get out in the garden and, come April 12th, meet with friends and family in 
our gardens (even if numbers are still limited). Keith’s report will again 
provide the facts – at the time of writing footpaths are still quite claggy and 
damp, so it will be interesting to see how much rain we have had. A bonus 
of the lockdown has been to see the number of people walking around the 
village, it has been a joy just to see other humans!  There seems to be an 
incredible amount of wildlife showing itself, perhaps they have enjoyed the 
quieter life too! Val’s April observations reflect on the ever changing sounds 
of nature that surround us and how lucky we are to live where we can hear 
them. 
 
As Easter approaches, Pat has provided a lovely recipe for Easter biscuits 
for us all to enjoy …it has been tested …and comes with a ‘highly 

recommeded’.       A very Happy Easter to you all. 

 
 

 
 

Margaret Lovick 
Tel: 01284 386662 

Debbie Thomas 
Tel: 01284 386302 
Email:debbie_thomas60@hotmail.com  

 

THE BRADFIELD 
GRAPEVINE 

 
 

http://www.primaryresearch.org/PRTHB/gravestones/Grapevine.gif
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Letter from the Rectory 

Dear Friends 

It is over a year since the country first went into lockdown and we are once again in 

the month where we enjoy that great feast of Easter. Last year we were unable to be 

present in our church buildings and we had to do something that went against many of 

our instincts – we had to lock them up! 

I am very pleased to announce that we will be holding an Easter Sunday service on 4th 

April in Cockfield Church, and welcome you to join with us to celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It won’t be long before we can open up Bradfield St Clare church for regular worship 

once again, and our hope is that we can hold a service of celebration in July (date to be 

confirmed) following the lifting of Covid restrictions. The service will be followed by 

a family picnic. It will be a service where the village can come together to reflect on 

what has happened during the pandemic, to celebrate the release from restrictions on 

our everyday lives, and to look forward to the future. My hope is that the community 

spirit that has been a part of the pandemic will continue to grow and bring more 

people together. 

Before all that I would like to thank Lorraine Morley, who has produced a rota for 

Church opening and flower arranging at Bradfield St Clare. I am very pleased to 

announce that the Church will be open at weekends from April 17th/18th through to 

October 23rd/24th. 

I am very grateful to those who have volunteered to arrange flowers or unlock the 

church, or both! There are some new names on the rota this year and it’s great to see 

so many people from the village being prepared to do these tasks, as well as the offer 

of baking for refreshments after services. If anyone else would like to offer help with 

flower arranging, refreshments or church opening, please do get in contact with 

Lorraine Morley on 01284 386270. 

It is also very good to see the new life that has been breathed into our PCC (or 

Parochial Church Council if you want the full name!). The PCC members are now 

Keith Payne (treasurer), Isobel Payne (secretary), Michael Morley, Lorraine Morley 

(Electoral Roll Officer), Val Nunn and John Kirk. We also have others who have 

expressed interest in the PCC, and we hope to enable their membership later in the 

year.As Rector I am truly grateful for the time and willingness of those who serve on 
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the PCC. They share the responsibility with me of both the church building and the 

wider work of mission and ministry in the village and across the wider benefice. 

Lastly, a big thank you from me to those from the PCC who delivered the Mothering 

Sunday plants in March, they were a ray of sunshine! (I know I am not a Mother, but 

the Church celebrates all who are in caring roles on the day). 

Happy Easter to you all. 

The Lord is risen: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Yours in Christ 

Sharon 

Revd Canon Sharon Potter Revsharon2@gmail.com 01284 828599 or 07825 086063 

 

Cockfield Benefice Services – April 2021 

please see website for up-to-date information 

All services are conducted in line with the coronavirus guidance issued by the Church 

of England, for more information visit 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance 

All 10am services will be made available on the benefice facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/cockfieldbenefice Services marked * are also available on 

Zoom, link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7957788617 

2nd April – Good Friday 2pm Reflections on Good Friday* 

4th April - Easter Day 

10am Communion - Cockfield 

11th April – Easter 2 10am Morning Prayer – Cockfield 

18th April – Easter 3 

10am Communion - Cockfield 

25th April – Easter 4 10am Worshipping Together - Bradfield St George 

Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see 

the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.co 
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There WILL be a garden! 
 

 
 

We would like to say how touched we were by the wonderfully kind 
messages we received from so many people in the village and beyond. We 
will use the generous gifts to create a new garden with trees and plants that 
will remind us of our very happy time in St Clare – we already miss it very 
much!   
                                                            Peter and Margaret Newlands 

 
 

 

 

 

The Library Van 
 

IS BACK ON Wednesday 5 MAY 
 

 Contact: help@suffolklibraries.co.uk 01473 351249 
 
We are lucky to have this service – if you are a reader and able to 
attend the Mobile Library you will be supporting its future. 
Overdue charges are suspended for those who currently have books 
out.  
 

mailto:help@suffolklibraries.co.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Ckc7k9qRYdSLkM&tbnid=H3bymMqVfPNaiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.cockfield.org.uk/suffolk-mobile-library/&ei=vwLQUunqEqXJ0AWAkYDACQ&bvm=bv.59026428,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNGIWCXP3kM-I6tbMoJH0Y_xvUsHpQ&ust=1389450277802331
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APRIL BIN COLLECTIONS 

 

Thursday 8th April (Easter) 
Wednesday 14th April 
Tuesday 20th April 
Wednesday 21st April 
Wednesday 28th April 
 

Blue bin 
Black bin 
Brown bin 
Blue bin 
Black bin 
 

www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/bindays 
** dates not available on website at time of going to print – have used 
common sense but may not be accurate!! 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/bindays
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DKC PLUMBING 
Oil Boiler Specialist 

• Oil Fired Boilers Servicing 

• Boiler Breakdowns 

• Boiler Installations and Repairs 

• Oil Tank Installations 

• Radiator Power Flush 

• General Plumbing 

• Heating Systems 

• Domestic and Commercial 

• 24 hour call out 

• Fully Insured 

• OFTEC REGISTERED 

                                         Call: 07740 272791 
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M.BAIRD DIGGERHIRE & GARDEN SERVICES 

                                        
 

•       Mini Digger Hire + Operator 

•       Garden Clearance Services 

•       Patio and Driveway Laying       

•       Strimming Grass/Hedge Cutting 

•       Turf Laying/seeding 

•       Fencing and Treework 
 
ALL GROUND AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 
Visit :- 
 
www.mbairdlandscapes.co.uk 
 
CALL MARK on 01284386865 or 07725625760 
 

 

 
 

http://www.mbairdlandscapes.co.uk/
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HOME & GARDEN 

HELP 
 

   

Reliable lady, DBS checked 
 Available to do all the jobs you don’t have time to do 

 
GRASS CUTTING 

GARDENING 
HOUSEWORK 
DOG WALKING 

£12.50 per hour 

House Sitting £30 per night 
 

CONTACT JUSTINE – 07594617087 
 

Hi Everyone, 

We are Tom and Ali and we have just 

moved into Dairy Farm House. We 

are really excited to start a new 

chapter in our lives together in 

Bradfield St Clare and are keen to get 

stuck into village life! 

Tom is an Agronomist and also the 

son of Lorraine and Mike Morley of 

Bishops Farm and is looking forward 

to being closer to the family farm and 

all that this entails. Ali is a Primary School Teacher in a small village 

primary school not too far away. 

We are really keen to be involved in village life and look forward to 

restrictions easing so we can meet everybody properly and become part of 

the community. Please do keep us updated with any upcoming events or 

community projects so we can offer a helping hand.  

You will probably see us cycling or running around the village of an 

evening or weekend so give us a wave and help us start putting names to 

faces. 

Hopefully we will get to meet people soon. 

Tom and Ali  
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BRADFIELD ST CLARE WEATHER 

 
 

 

"The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring day is another. The 
difference between them is sometimes as great as a month." — Henry Van 

Dyke, “Fisherman's Luck” 

I finished last month’s report with a promise of 16C to come at the end of February. 

This duly arrived with the final few days of the month being very frosty to start, before 

turning into unbroken sunshine and high temperatures for the time of year. Rainfall 

recorded was 38mm against our average of 45.7mm. 

Regrettably the sun deserted us - how much better one feels when the sun shines in 

these stay at home times. March has been very unsettled with several days of very 

high winds, the odd day of sunshine and some very heavy showers with hail included. 

On one day, in the high winds, the showers came almost horizontally and I wondered 

how much actually got caught in the gauge? This shows to date 32mm, compared to 

our average of 37.2mm. 

March 20th is the Spring equinox, clocks go forward next weekend, snowdrops and 

daffodils everywhere – Spring has arrived astronomically – let’s hope someone tells 

the weather gods. 

Keith Payne 20th March 2021    

 

 
 

 

Linden House Plant Stall 

 

Margaret is delighted to report that the plant stall has raised £100 for 

St Clare Church. She is always grateful to receive any surplus plants 

that you may have to sell on to support our village Church. 
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Gatehouse Foodbank 
Just a reminder that there is a box in the church porch for your donations. 
When we visited the Foodbank the other day, we were amazed how many 
people there were collecting much-needed food. 
Gatehouse are pleased to accept canned and packaged foods (with a good 
use by date), both savoury and sweet. 
They also accept toiletries. 
If you would prefer, there is also a collection box outside The Maltings, Bury 
Road (behind the planters!) 
  
Thank you 
Sue and Clive Leal 
 
 
 

Quiz….who do you recognise in this photo? What was the 

event? 
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APRIL 

“April weather, rain and sunshine both together” 

“When April blows his horn ‘Tis good for both hay and corn” 

I love this quote by Mark Twain … “The first of April is the day we remember what we 
are the other 364 days of the year” 

I love the spring and as I write this (21st March) the first signs are beginning to appear. 
There are sweet violets (white and purple) growing around the moat, primroses in the 
churchyard and I have seen the first cowslip on the footpath beside St Clare Hall. 
When we married 44 years ago and moved into our new home in Bradfield St Clare I 
couldn’t believe how lucky we were and I still feel the same all these years later. At that 
time on warm nights in May, with our bedroom window open, we would fall asleep to 
the sound of the nightingales singing in Hedge Wood, only to be rudely awaked at first 
light by the cuckoo. He would keep on all day, every day until the middle of June when 
he suddenly went cuck cuck cuck followed by a cough and a splutter as if he could no 
longer remember the words. Sadly there have been no nightingales in Hedge Wood for 
many years and if I am lucky enough to hear the cuckoo he is some way off. Although 
the cuckoo is a parasitic bird, cruelly invading the nest of unsuspecting birds such as 
dunnock or robin, I can’t help admiring how clever they are. How can a young cuckoo, 
raised by foster parents, know that they have throw out all the other eggs in their nest 
and to migrate to Africa in July? One of the mysteries of nature I guess. It’s not all bad 
news however as the green woodpecker who was once rarely seen is now a common 
sight with his beautiful bright red head, dipping his beak into our lawn for ants. Also the 
spotted woodpecker can be heard in early spring hammering his beak on old tree 
trunks to let everyone know he’s there. One of the marvels over recent years here has 
been the sight of buzzards circling ever higher. On many occasions I have witnessed 
them being driven away by two or three crows when they fly too close to their 
territories. So, although nothing much seems to have changed in Bradfield St Clare, in 
fact the wildlife tells a different story. I do hope that one day we shall once again hear 
nightingales and cuckoos in Bradfield St Clare. Until then I shall enjoy listening to the 
mewing of the buzzards and the mocking laughter of the green woodpecker as he dips 
and dives. This rhyme by an unknown author tells us all we need to know about the 
cuckoo. 

“The Cuckoo comes in April 

He sings his song in May 

In June he changes tune 

In July he flies away.” 

Val Nunn 
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Easter Biscuits 

This recipe comes from the ‘Good Housekeeping 
Picture Cookery Book. My edition is 1953 and was 
given to me by my godmother when I got engaged 
that year. A very long time ago! There are some very 
interesting old adverts - Electrolux Fridge, Foster 
Clarke jellies and a G.E.C. cooker for £35! 
-Pat Hipwell 
 
3oz butter 
3oz caster sugar 
1 egg yolk 
1/2oz chopped mixed peel (optional) 
1oz currants 
¼ tsp mixed spice (I think I add more) 
6oz flour 
Pinch of salt 
(I usually make double quantity) 
 

• Cream butter and sugar together, beat in egg 
yolk 

• Add peel, fruit and flour and mix to a stiff 
dough (adding a little milk if necessary). 

• Roll out on a floured board – prick all over with 
a fork and cut into rounds with a cutter. 

• Bake on a lightly greased tray (or non stick 
baking sheet) in a moderate oven (160 
degrees/fan oven) for approximately 20 
minutes, until they are lightly coloured. 

• Dust with caster sugar. 
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THE LOG STORE 
F  I  R  E  W  O  O  D    M  E  R  C  H  A  N  T 

100%  Kiln  Dried  Ash logs 
Logs  split  and  cut  to  25cm  in  length 

 

Less  than  20%  moisture 
 

01284 388468 
 

simon@thelogstore.com 
 
Supplied in hand stacked crates which can be delivered 
directly into a garage or carport to avoid unnecessary handling 

 

 

 

 

YOUR  RELIABLE LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

 
 

 

 

Lee Jardine 
Electrical Services 

 
 

 • All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Rewires/New Installations 

• New/replacement lights and sockets 

• Electric Showers/Hobs and Ovens 

• 24 Hour Emergency Call Out  

• Landlords Compliance Certificates 
 

 

 

 

               
              Tel: 01284 361 986                         Mob: 07444 272 472 
 

                               Email:  lee.jardine@outlook.com 
 
 

 

 

mailto:simon@thelogstore.com
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Installations, Service & Repairs Domestic & Commercial… 
 

• Gas, Oil and LPG Boilers  

• Central Heating 

• Power Flushing of Radiators 

• Gas Safe and Oftec registered  

• Showers & Bathrooms 

• Property Maintenance 
 

A leaking tap to a brand new system – we can help you 

 

 

 

 

 

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk 

 
 

HAVE A FAMILY HOLIDAY ON THE BEAUTIFUL” 

 

 

 

ISLE OF WIGHT 

 
SELF CATERING 5 BEDROOMED HOUSE – SLEEPS 9 

IN QUIET RESIDENTIAL ROAD IN FAMILY FRIENDLY RYDE 
ONLY 5 MINUTES WALK TO SUPERB BEACHES 

THE HOUSE IS VERY WELL FURNISHED AND EQUIPPED 
HAS A LARGE GARDEN WITH TWO OUDOOR EATING AREAS 

A BARBEQUE IS SUPPLIED 
BICYCLES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE GARDEN SHED 

OFF-ROAD PARKING 
 

VISIT 
www.myiowholiday.co.uk 

Call us now on 

01284 765453 
 

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk 

 

http://www.thecleanplumber.co.uk/
http://www.myiowholiday.co.uk/
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April 2021 Advertisements and Entries 
Advertisements for the April issue of The Bradfield Grapevine 
should be sent to either of the two Editors, whose names appear 
on the front page by Wednesday 17th March. The cost is £4 per 
insertion for small ads, £36 per year for half page boxes or £20 for 
6 months. 

Payment to Bradfield St Clare Village Hall Account 
Contact: Debbie Thomas or Margaret Lovick 

 
 
 
 

Dr David Bamber 

We are sad to report that David passed away on Saturday 21st 

March.  David, who lived at Oakapples until recently, was a 

loyal friend and supporter to the village of St Clare. Along 

with Penny, his wife, they were very generous, giving their 

time and support to many village events. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Penny. 

It’s your magazIne – please have a think 
about what you would like to see in it – 
or even something you would like to 
contrIbute…It’s the personal touch that 
makes it interesting!! 
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Useful Local Contacts  
 

Anglian Water - Emergencies 03457 145145 

Borough Council St Edmundsbury Offices - 01284 763233 

Local Member Sarah Mildmay-White - 01359 270580 
Sara.Mildmay-White@stedsbc.gov.uk 

Bradfield St Clare Book Club/Village Hall Bookings Mrs Val Nunn - 01284 388830 

Bradfield Grapevine Magazine Mrs Debbie Thomas - 01284 386302 
Debbie_thomas60@hotmail.com 
Mrs Margaret Lovick - 01284 386662 

Bury Stray Cat Fund 01284 388455 

Charity for the Relief in Sickness Secretary: Mrs Vicky Spall - 01284 386357 
Suffolk County Council Switchboard 01473 583000 

Local Councillor Mrs Karen Soons - 07864601887 
Karen.soons@suffolk.gov.uk 

Dentist (Emergency) By appointment Sat and Sun pm 
0300 130 3065 

Doctor – Suffolk Doctors on Call Ring your own Surgery 

 Or alternatively call 111 

Electricity UK Power Networks Supply Faults 
0800 783 8838 

Footpath Warden Mrs Fenella Fraser - 01284 388310 

Gospel Hall Mr Keith Arknett - 01359  240910 

Mobile Library Mr Carl Bell - 07721 879855 

Member of Parliament Mrs Jo Churchill - 01284 752311 
www.jochurchill.mp@parliament.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact Mrs Dianne Bullard - 01284 386598 

Parish Council Clerk Mrs Nicola Sturgeon - 07817170906 

Parish Council Website http://bradfieldstclare.one Suffolk.net 

Police 101 (non-urgent) 
999 (urgent) 

Police Twitter name @stedspolice 
01473 613500 

Post office Delivery Office 01284 358201 

Schools: 
Cockfield Primary 

01284 828287 

Thurston Community College 01359 230885 

West Suffolk College 01284 701301 

St Clare Church Rev. Canon Sharon Potter 
revsharon2@gmail.com 
01284 828599 / 07825 086063 

 Church Warden 

St Edmunds RC Church Fr David Bagstaff - 01284 754358 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust Bradfield Woods - 01449 737996 

mailto:Sara.Mildmay-White@stedsbc.gov.uk
mailto:Debbie_thomas60@hotmail.com
mailto:Karen.soons@suffolk.gov.uk
http://www.jochurchill.mp@parliament.uk/
mailto:revsharon2@gmail.com
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