
 
Useful Local Contacts  

 
Anglian Water Emergencies                     03457  145145 
Borough Council: 
 - St Edmundsbury Offices                         01284763233 
Local Member  Sara.Mildmay-White                      Sara.Mildmay-White@stedsbc.gov.uk 
                                                                                                                        01359 270580 
Bradfield St Clare Book Club          Mrs Val Nunn                                                 388830 
Bradfield Grapevine Magazine: 
                      - Editors  Mr Peter Newlands   388637 
                      - and  Mrs Margaret Lovick   386662  
Bury Stray Cat Fund                                                                                                 388455 
Charity for the Relief in Sickness: 
         - Secretary  Mrs Vicky Spall    386357 
County Council: 
 - Suffolk County Council Switchboard                      01473 583000  - 
Local Member Karen Soons        karen.soons@suffolk.gov.uk             07864 601887 
Dentist (Emergency) – by appointment, Saturday and Sunday afternoons 0300 130 3065  
Doctor – for Suffolk Doctors on Call out of hours service ring own doctors’ surgery or 
 -NHS Choices                                                       111 
Electricity   UK Power Networks Supply Faults   0800 783 8838 
Footpath Warden                              Mrs Fenella Fraser                                         388310 
Gospel Hall   Mr Keith Arknett                                 01359 240910 
Mobile Library                                 Mr Carl Bell                                         07721 879855 
Member of Parliament  Mrs Jo Churchill                                             752311 
                                                                                  www.jochurchill.mp@parliament.uk    
Neighbourhood Watch Contact Mrs Dianne Bullard   386598 
Parish Council Clerk  Mrs Nicola Sturgeon       
07817170906 
Parish Council Website:                                           http://bradfieldstclare.onesuffolk.net 
Police                                      101 (non-urgent), 999 or 01473 613500 
                                                                              Twitter Name:  @stedspolice 
Post Office     Bury Delivery Office   358201 
Schools and Colleges: 

Cockfield Primary School      828287  
Thurston Community College        01359 230885 
West Suffolk College      701301 

St Clare Church   
                                                          Rector – Rev. Sharon Potter                          828599                 
    Church Warden - Mrs Margaret Newlands    388637  
St Edmunds R C Church  Fr David Bagstaff                   01284 754358 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust  Bradfield Woods             01449 737996   
Village Hall – Bookings  Mrs Val Nunn    388830 
 

FOR LATEST ADVICE ON THE VIRUS:- 
www.gov.uk › coronavirus 
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As we are washed into November, Mike Morley describes this month 
how he has had to cope with our changing climate. It has been such a 
testing time for us all. Emma Baird provides us with just the recipe to 
help us feel that little bit better in these darker and colder evenings. 
Of course many things will be very different this year from what is our 
usual expectations. No large gatherings for Bonfire Night and a very 
different way to remember those who lost their lives in various 
conflicts over the years. The British Legion maintains its Poppy Apeal 
and Pat Hipwell has once more knitted poppies for people to buy in 
support of the Legion’s work. You will find how you can contribute 
elsewhere in this edition. There will be Services of Remembrance in 
the Benefice and names of those who lost their lives in WW1 and 
WW2 from Bradfield St Clare will be read out at Cockfield Church. 
It is sad to record the recent death of Val Offord, another much 
respected and committed member of our village community. Others 
have written about her vitally important contributions to the village. 
In this edition there is a crossword to help you pass the time on these 
longer, darker evenings and to lift our spirits a little, Lorraine Morley 
has a Christmas time suggestion for us all. Yes I know there is still 
someway to go but just look at what is already in the supermarkets 
and advertised on television! 

 

Keep safe. 
 
 

Margaret Lovick 
Tel: 01284 386662 

 

Peter Newlands 
Tel: 01284 388637 
pjrmrn@aol.com 

	

THE BRADFIELD 
GRAPEVINE 

 

 



Cockfield	Benefice	–	November	2020	
Dear Friends 
 
The clocks have turned back an hour and the temperature is dropping along 
with the leaves from the trees.  The colours of autumn are turning to winter 
and we begin to feel as if we need to hibernate.  It's not easy at the moment 
to find much joy in the world, just turning on the radio or TV fills a lot of us 
with dread and sadness at the moment. 
 
In the Church we are entering the Season of Remembrance.  Remembering 
those who have gone before us at the beginning of November at All Souls 
and All Saints tide.  Remembering those who bravely faced conflict during 
the World Wars on Remembrance Sunday.  Remembering Christ the King at 
the end of November before we move into Advent and the expectations of 
Christmas. 
 
Although Covid-19 is with us we can still remember and we will be holding 
our annual service of Remembrance at St Peter's in Cockfield on Sunday 
8th November at 10am.  It will be a different service in that we shall have to 
sit socially distanced and wear masks, and we cannot sing the familiar 
hymns.  But that will not prevent us from giving thanks for the peace that we 
enjoy in our country, and praying for those places in our world that are still in 
the midst of conflict.  We can remember those from this village along with 
those from Cockfield who gave their lives so that others may live.  We can 
observe the two minute silence in reverence as we think of all those across 
the world who have lost their lives in conflict.  And we can ask God to help 
our leaders to make wise decisions that will lead to peace and harmony for 
all. 
 

I hope that you will come and join us for this service, which will also be 
livestreamed to our facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/cockfieldbenefice/live/ 
 
Prayer is such a comfort at the moment, and I praise God every day that we 
have prayer to help us through these times of uncertainty.  I pray that you 
will find a way to help you through these times too, but if you are struggling, 
don't hesitate to come and have a chat!   
 

Yours in Christ, Sharon 
	

So stay safe, and welcome back to your local Church building. 
Revd Sharon Potter, Rector of the Cockfield Benefice 
revsharon@btinternet.com 01284 828599 or 07825 086063 

 
 

October Bin Collection Dates 
 

Wednesday 4th November 
Tuesday 10th November 
Wednesday 11th November 
Wednesday 18th November 
Tuesday 24th November 
Wednesday 25th November 

Blue bins 
Brown bins 
Black bins 
Blue bins 
Brown bins 
Black 

 

 
 

December/January 2020/21 Advertisements and Entries 
 

Advertisements for the Christmas issue of The Bradfield Grapevine 
should be sent to either of the two Editors, whose names appear on the 
front page by Friday 20th November. The cost is £4 per insertion for 
small ads, £36 per year for half page boxes or £20 for 6 months. 

Payment to Bradfield St Clare Village Hall Account 
Contact: Peter Newlands or Margaret Lovick 

 
 



 

 

Local, family-run business with 30 years’ experience 

                
• Period Renovations 
• Garage Conversions 
• Fitted Kitchens &  

bathrooms 
• Painting & Decorating 
• Project Management 

• Home Refurbishment & 
Modernisation 

• Custom built Annexes 
& Garden Offices 

• Traditional Carpentry 
& Joinery 

 
01284 386899/07810 353426:                    www.phihome.co.uk 

 
“Lovely guys who were very professional and knowledgeable .  Would 
have no problem recommending you to our friends and neighbours”  
 
 

 
 

Hi, I’m Rachel  
 

Your local AVON Representative 
 

If you would like to see a brochure please 
get in touch. 

07568 074210 
or 

Rachelhassall@googlemail.com 
 

St Clare Church 
 
 

 

 
Picture of St Clare Church  

taken in 2010  
by Pauline Downing  

(who used to live in our village)  

 
Sadly during October we lost a much loved and valued member of our 
village. Val Offord was a regular member of our congregation who 
cared deeply about St Clare Church. Initially with Daphne Barker and 
more recently with Betty Tricker, she cleaned the church with great 
pride and dedication. We all will sorely miss Val. 
The Gatehouse Food bank in Bury St Edmunds was delighted when 
we delivered the latest box of food from the church. ‘… the level of 
generosity shown by numerous schools, churches groups and 
individuals in this are is extraordinary’ reports Amanda Bloomfield, the 
Chief Executive of Gatehouse. Hopefully we can return with more 
contributions before Christmas, remembering many people will have 
little to provide food for their families let alone any extras at this time. 
In addition to food, other items can be donated to the centre in 
Dettingen Way, Bury St Edmunds. 
On 15th November we have another Evening Communion Service this 
time at 4.00pm and on 8th November the Benefice will hold three 
Remembrance Services, all beginning at 10.45am. Once more the 
names of all those from the village who died during the conflicts in 
WW1 and WW2 will be read out at the service in Cockfield Church. 
Early in November the external lighting, provided by Clive and Sue 
Leal, will be shining on the church during evenings and continue to do 
so until the end of February. It is always such a comforting and 
reassuring sight. The church will however not be open at weekends 
from the end of October but if you wish to spend some time in the 
peace and serenity of St Clare Church, please contact me. I will open 
it up at any time (01284 388637). This historic building is a very 
special church available for everyone to use and enjoy. 
 

- Margaret Newlands (Churchwarden) 
 

 



 
 

THE LOG STORE 
F  I  R  E  W  O  O  D    M  E  R  C  H  A  N  T 

100%  Kiln  Dried  Ash logs 
Logs  split  and  cut  to  25cm  in  length 

 

Less  than  20%  moisture 
 

01284 388468 
 

simon@thelogstore.com 
 

Supplied in hand stacked crates which can be delivered 
directly into a garage or carport to avoid unnecessary handling 

 
 

 
 
 

 
         YOUR  RELIABLE LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 
 

 

 

 
Lee Jardine 

Electrical Services  
 

 • All Domestic Electrical Work 
• Rewires/New Installations 
• New/replacement lights and sockets 
• Electric Showers/Hobs and Ovens 
• 24 Hour Emergency Call Out  
• Landlords Compliance Certificates 

 

 

 

 

               
              Tel: 01284 361 986                         Mob: 07444 272 472 
 

                               Email:  lee.jardine@outlook.com 
 
 

 

 
M.BAIRD DIGGERHIRE & GARDEN SERVICES 

                                        
 

•       Mini Digger Hire + Operator 
•       Garden Clearance Services 
•       Patio and Driveway Laying       
•       Strimming Grass/Hedge Cutting 
•       Turf Laying/seeding 
•       Fencing and Treework 

 
ALL GROUND AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 
Visit :- 
 
www.mbairdlandscapes.co.uk 
 
CALL MARK on 01284386865 or 07725625760 
 
 

 
DKC PLUMBING 

Oil Boiler Specialist 
• Oil Fired Boilers Servicing 
• Boiler Breakdowns 
• Boiler Installations and Repairs 
• Oil Tank Installations 
• Radiator Power Flush 
• General Plumbing 
• Heating Systems 
• Domestic and Commercial 
• 24 hour call out 
• Fully Insured 
• OFTEC REGISTERED 

                                         Call: 07740 272791 

            



 
Bradfield 

Woods 
 

 
 

Autumn   
 

Events 
www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org 

or ‘phone  
01473  
8900 

We are a Covid secure organisation 
with safe practices in place in 
accordance with government 

guidelines  
WILD TOTS – Monday mornings – 

outdoor play for families with children 
under 5 years. 

WILD WALKS – Thursday mornings – a 
stroll for adults to distantly socialise and 
enjoy the woodland (with a loose theme 
each week) 

WILD BABIES – Thursday afternoon – 
a relaxed stroll in the woods, introducing 
babies to the great outdoors through 
nature based sensory play 

 

www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org 

   

 
 

  
 

VAL OFFORD 
 

It was with deep regret we learned that Val had passed away. 
She moved to Bradfield St Clare many years ago and she became a 
willing helper in all village activities; always with a happy smile. 
With Betty she cleaned the church, which she loved and was a valued 
member. Her great joy was her family. She spent many hours telling us 
of their achievements of which she was justly proud. 
Our deepest sympathy goes to Maxine, Stephen and family. 
                                                                                - Margaret Lovick 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This advert is too small to be able to show you all we have to offer, please 
visit our website or come and have a cup of tea/coffee and discuss your 
requirements. 

Main Al-Ko and John Deere Dealers 
 
 

 

 
The Library Van  

 
 

 
The mobile library service is running its normal timetable.  

You won’t be able to reserve titles, but a small selection will be 
available on the mobile. You will be able to return titles on the mobile. 

 
PLEASE USE THE VAN OR WE WILL LOSE IT! 

 
NEXT VISITS:  9.40 – 9.55 am on 18th November 

 

To contact the mobile library van on: 07721 879855 
 

www.suffolklibraries.co.uk  
 

 

     Sales ●Service ●Parts ●Repairs 
                                  1 Brettenham Road 

       Buxhall, Stowmarket, IP14 3DL           
     www.tomlinsongroundcare.co.uk 

 

                                            01449 736060      

          Opening Times 
 

                   Mon– Fri   7.30 am to   5.00 pm 
                                Saturday   7.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

                Visit our LARGE SHOWROOMS 



 

 

 

HOME & GARDEN 
HELP 

 
   

Reliable lady, DBS checked 
 Available to do all the jobs you don’t have time to do 

 

GRASS CUTTING 
GARDENING 

HOUSEWORK 
DOG WALKING 
£12.50 per hour 

House Sitting £30 per night 
 

CONTACT JUSTINE – 07594617087 
 
 
 

 
WARNING TO BRADFIELD ST CLARE VILLAGERS 

 
On Monday 19th October 2020 our JCB had a window shattered while 
stationary in the gateway to Tower Field (entrance nearest to the Village 
Hall). Very obviously it was from either an air rifle or catapult – excellent aim 
I might add! – Photo evidence available. 
Apart from the inconvenience there is the small matter of expense to be 
considered plus the danger element should our grandson have been inside 
or one of our beloved dogs! A similar incident happened two years ago with 
a moving tractor. 
Farming always throws up challenges but curved balls are totally 
unnecessary. 
If anyone has any knowledge of this incident please contact Bishops Farm – 
01284 386270.              The police have been informed. 
                                                                                             - Mike Morley 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Bradfield St. Clare 
 

Together, you raised an amazing 
 
£932 
 
We’re so grateful to everyone who 
Baked and organised, 
Invited and planned, 
Poured tea and offered cake, 
Chatted and smiled, 
Gave of their time and donated their money, 
Laid the table and cleared up after, 
Thanks for playing your part in making the world’s biggest 
difference to people with cancer. Thanks for helping to host 
The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning. 
 

                                 



 
 
 

 

 
 

MUSTARD CHICKEN 

 
A few sprigs of fresh Rosemary 
4 x 180g chicken fillet 
4 teaspoons Colman's mustard powder 
3 baby leeks or 1 large leek 
4 cloves of garlic 
White wine 
75ml single cream 
1-heaped teaspoon wholegrain mustard 
 
Pop the chicken into a bag, pick and finely chop a few leaves from the 
rosemary sprigs and sprinkle them into the bag along with 1 teaspoon 
of mustard powder, seasoning and a little olive oil, rub over the 
chicken. Put the chicken into a medium hot frying pan skin side down, 
press down on the chicken to help it cook, it should take around 18 
minutes. 
 
Trim the leeks and halve lengthways, wash them then finely slice and 
add to one side of the pan, crush 4 cloves of garlic onto the chicken, 
flip the chicken skin side up, stir in the leeks and add a good swig of 
wine, simmer for a few minutes. Check the chicken is cooked then 
add 75ml single cream, cover with foil and simmer for a few more 
minutes. Remove the chicken from the pan onto a board and slice into 
even slices.Sstir 1 heaped teaspoon of wholegrain mustard into the 
sauce, spoon the sauce into a dish and put the sliced chicken on the 
top and serve.  
 
Dauphinoise potatoes accompany this dish really well. 
 
                                                                            -  Emma Baird 
 

 

 
 

Installations, Service & Repairs Domestic & Commercial… 
 

• Gas, Oil and LPG Boilers  
• Central Heating 
• Power Flushing of Radiators 
• Gas Safe and Oftec registered  
• Showers & Bathrooms 
• Property Maintenance 
 

A leaking tap to a brand new system – we can help you 
 
 
 
 
 

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk 
 

 
“HAVE A FAMILY HOLIDAY ON THE BEAUTIFUL” 

 

 

 

ISLE OF WIGHT 
 

SELF CATERING 5 BEDROOMED HOUSE – SLEEPS 9 
IN QUIET RESIDENTIAL ROAD IN FAMILY FRIENDLY RYDE 

ONLY 5 MINUTES WALK TO SUPERB BEACHES 
THE HOUSE IS VERY WELL FURNISHED AND EQUIPPED 

HAS A LARGE GARDEN WITH TWO OUDOOR EATING AREAS 
A BARBEQUE IS SUPPLIED 

BICYCLES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE GARDEN SHED 
OFF-ROAD PARKING 

 

VISIT 
 

www.myiowholiday.co.uk 

Call us now on 

01284 765453 
 

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk 

 



 

 
 

BRADFIELD  WEATHER 
 
 

 
‘You don’t waste October sunshine. Soon the old autumn sun 
will bed down in cloud blankets and there will be weeks of grey 
rain before it finally decides to snow.’ 
                                                    Katherine Arden  - Small Spaces                                                                                                    

With just 3mm of rain prior to the Autumn equinox on 22nd September, 
the forecasters change arrived and the rest of the month was wet and 
windy and the month finished at 42mm compared to our average of 
47mm. I don’t think anyone could argue if I said that October started 
on the damp side, with some 40mm of rain in the first week and it has 
continued on and off since. Having just returned from two nights on 
the North Norfolk coast, our only full day there was not improved by 
continuous rain,  heavy at times, from daybreak until nightfall and 
beyond. To date I have registered 80.5mm against an average for 
October of 57.9mm 
                                                  Keith Payne 23rd October 2020 

 
 

 
 

Hand Knitted 
Remembrance  

Poppies 
£2.50 each 

(or donation) 
All proceeds to  

the Royal British Legion 
to order please ‘phone: 
Pat Hipwell - 01284 386636 

 

 



 

 

Services in the Cockfield Benefice - November 2020 
All morning services at Cockfield will be livestreamed on the benefice 
facebook  
page at  https://www.facebook.com/cockfieldbenefice/live/ 
 
1st November - All Saints Day 10am Morning Prayer, Cockfield 

 
8th November - Remembrance 
Sunday 

10.45am Remembrance service, Cockfield 
10.45am Remembrance service, Bradfield 
St George 
10.45am Remembrance Service, Felsham 

15th November - 2nd Sunday 
before Advent 

10am Family@Church, Cockfield 
4pm   Communion, Bradfield St Clare  

22nd November - Christ the 
King 

10am Worshipping Together, Cockfield 

29th November - Advent 
Sunday 

10am Communion , Cockfield 

 
Morning Prayer based on Celtic Prayer is said every Tuesday morning 
at 9am at St Peter's, Cockfield 
 
 

 
OTHER CHURCH SERVICES 

 
Roman Catholic Church 

 
 

St Edmund King & Martyr  
Westgate Street, Bury St Edmunds 
 

St Edmund's RC Church Masses 
 

These are now open once again and can be booked through the 
website: www.stedmundkm.org.uk, which has all the days and 
times on the Newsletter each week. There is a live, streamed Mass 
each day including one on Sunday morning at 10.30am. 
 
 

 

CROSSWORD FOR YOU TO TRY! 

 
 
Across 
1. Prank (5) 
4. Small community (7) 
8. Everlasting (7) 
9. Accolade (5) 
10. Wear away (5) 
12. Voter (7) 
13. Alter or regulate (6) 
14. Refuge (6) 
17. Repossess (7) 
19. Travel lodge (5) 
21. Mound of stones used as a 
marker (5) 
22. Sincere (7) 
24. Latticework (7) 
25. Herd or flock of animals (5) 
 

Down 
1. Subject (5) 
2. Frozen water (3) 
3. Dog houses (7) 
4. Smooth fabric (6) 
5. Letting contract (5) 
6. Flat (9) 
7. Senior (7) 
11. Target (9) 
13. Fruit (7) 
15. Stuck (7) 
16. Hot fragments from a fire (6) 
18. Declare invalid (5) 
20. Supple (5) 
23. Self (3) 

 



Arable Farming at Bishops Farm 
 

 
“Still battling with the elements!” 

In the September issue of the Grapevine I was hoping for good weather to 
return to complete harvest and it did briefly happen, allowing us to harvest 
Spring Barley on 22nd & 23rd of August before yet another storm stopped us 
on the Rectory field, getting soaked recovering the header from the combine 
to journey back to the farm on the road. The 70 tonnes we did harvest was 
of good quality and fit for malting. Constant rain for a week meant the barley 
still in the field began to grow in the ear. Once this happens it cannot be 
used for malt as the process of germination has started with the starches in 
the grain being converted into sugars required to make the beer. 
We finished harvesting barley on 23rd September with the last lorry load 
going to Ipswich dock for export as animal feed. The yield of barley was 30% 
down on our five year average at about 2.5 tonnes/acre but better than I 
expected in May. 
Finally the beans were combined on 14th & 15th September; dry at 14.5% 
and yielded 1.6 tonnes/acre, good for the year although many had brucid 
beetle holes in them. The price was good and they have gone for protein 
animal feed. 
I think this has been one of the most frustrating harvests on record, starting 
on 22nd July and finishing on 15th September. I was quite pleased to put the 
combine to bed for another year! Unusually we start planting next year’s 
crops at the end of September, so very little time to prepare fields for the 
next crop. I decided not to plough the field the beans were on, so flat lifted, 
disced and rolled it ready to plant wheat. Also I had another 45acres of 
cover crop to plant for the sheep; fodder radish mixed with vetch. Again I flat 
lifted, disced and rolled the spring barley stubble before drilling and rolling 
again. 
The weather changes virtually the same day as it changed last September 
following the same pattern as last year raining nearly every day. With the 
prepared fields becoming a soggy mess the end of September passed 
without a seed being sown. Eventually on 19th October I managed to plant 
25 acres of winter barley and 20 acres of wheat before yet another 15mm of 
rain fell. It was worth working until 12.45 am in the morning to achieve this. 
Our contractor Clem Warner lifted sugar beet on 7th October, with two 
harvesters starting at 11am and working until 10.30pm. We lifted over 1000 
tonnes. I was packing the loads up as enormous heaps 5 metres high on the 
concrete pad at Bishops Farm to enable the harvesting to continue. At 
10.30pm we ran out of space to store the harvested crop and you guessed it 

rain started yet again! 35 acres were lifted and delivered to the factory by 
13th October. The yield was slightly below average at 70 tonnes/hectare (30 
tonnes/acre) but sugar content of 16.5% low due to lack of sunshine and 
constant rain diluting the sugar in the growing roots. I still have about 5 
acres of sugar beet to lift – no idea when this will happen. 
200 sheep arrive at Dairy Farm this week and are munching their way 
through 14 acres of fodder radish behind The Maltings. That will take them 
about 2 – 3 weeks. The field will then be ploughed for next year’s sugar beet 
crop to be planted in March.  
At present I am still hoping to plant 28 acres of winter beans and a further 80 
acres of winter wheat, if the land is ever dry enough to plant. If not we will 
have to think what different crops to plant in the Spring. 
Is our climate changing, is this Global Warming or Global Drowning? At 
present all I can do is plough fields, if they are dry then I will plant them. If 
not they will be Spring planted. The winter barley and wheat I have planted 
needs pre-emergent herbicide to be applied against blackgrass and broad-
leaved weeds. Hopefully there will be a weather window in the next week 
when the soil is dry enough for the tractor to travel and light winds to allow 
spraying to be carried out.  
It is all very frustrating as I battle the elements. One thing in life I have learnt 
is only worry about things you can change and don’t worry about things you 
can’t. The weather falls into the latter! 
As the year is heading towards the end, with it’s recent weather, Covid19 
and Brexit/no deal on trade, let us wish for a better 2021 – Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year to you all.  – Mike Morley 
 
 

Christmas 2020 

 
Well, what a year so far – difficult in so many ways for so many 
people. For years we as a village came together to celebrate  

‘A Taste of Christmas ’ 
Just a thought for this year as social distancing id likely to be with us, 
how about                ‘The Light of Christmas ’? 
Yes, let us do our bit to brighten the lives as people visit and pass 
through and as many of us as possible have at least one Christmas 
light on display either in a window or the garden. Something to bring a 
smile to our faces (masked or unmasked)! In the meantime Keep Safe 
and well. Happy Festive Season to one and all.                       
                                                                 -  Mike and Lorraine Morley 



 


