
 
Useful Local Contacts  

 
Anglian Water Emergencies                     03457  145145 
Borough Council: 
 - St Edmundsbury Offices                         01284763233 
Local Member  Sara.Mildmay-White                      Sara.Mildmay-White@stedsbc.gov.uk 
                                                                                                                        01359 270580 
Bradfield St Clare Book Club          Mrs Val Nunn                                                 388830 
Bradfield Grapevine Magazine: 
                      - Editors  Mr Peter Newlands   388637 
                      - and  Mrs Margaret Lovick   386662  
Bury Stray Cat Fund                                                                                                 388455 
Charity for the Relief in Sickness: 
         - Secretary  Mrs Vicky Spall    386357 
County Council: 
 - Suffolk County Council Switchboard                      01473 583000  - 
Local Member Karen Soons        karen.soons@suffolk.gov.uk             07864 601887 
Dentist (Emergency) – by appointment, Saturday and Sunday afternoons 0300 130 3065  
Doctor – for Suffolk Doctors on Call out of hours service ring own doctors’ surgery or 
 -NHS Choices                                                       111 
Electricity   UK Power Networks Supply Faults   0800 783 8838 
Footpath Warden                              Mrs Fenella Fraser                                         388310 
Gospel Hall   Mr Keith Arknett                                 01359 240910 
Mobile Library                                 Mr Carl Bell                                         07721 879855 
Member of Parliament  Mrs Jo Churchill                                             752311 
                                                                                  www.jochurchill.mp@parliament.uk    
Neighbourhood Watch Contact Mrs Dianne Bullard   386598 
Parish Council Clerk  Mrs Nicola Smith       07817170906 
Parish Council Website:                                           http://bradfieldstclare.onesuffolk.net 
Police                                      101 (non-urgent), 999 or 01473 613500 
                                                                              Twitter Name:  @stedspolice 
Post Office     Bury Delivery Office   358201 
Schools and Colleges: 

Cockfield Primary School      828287  
Thurston Community College        01359 230885 
West Suffolk College      701301 

St Clare Church   
                                                          Rector – Rev. Sharon Potter                          828599                 
    Church Warden - Mrs Margaret Newlands    388637  
St Edmunds R C Church  Fr Mark Hackeson   754358 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust  Bradfield Woods             01449 737996   
Village Hall – Bookings  Mrs Val Nunn    388830 
 

FOR LATEST ADFVICE ON THE VIRUS:- 
www.gov.uk › coronavirus 
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How much has changed within one month! When I wrote the editorial 
for the last edition I didn’t have the slightest idea that this one would 
be full of so many sad cancellations or postponements. These 
activities have become very important parts of our village life! We are 
certainly living through an unprecedented time and must make sure 
we follow the advice we are given and stay safe. It has however once 
again illustrated what a caring community we live in. There have been 
so many wonderful and kind offers of help for those who must stay at 
home. The thought of not being able to leave the village and enter the 
‘world outside’ is daunting! Watching TV soon loses its appeal – 
hundreds of channels yes, but most of the programmes we have seen 
5 or 6 times in the past! Not much truly new. NO LIVE SPORT!  We 
are not permitted to ‘Escape to the Chateau’ or find  “A Place in the 
Sun” and there are no longer any secret lives at the zoo! (How many 
times have you watched those programmes!!!)  However it does give 
us the opportunity to complete those domestic chores we have been 
skilfully avoiding for some time, read that book we have been 
meaning to, or simply get out into the garden and enjoy creating a 
lovely environment – there will be some truly beautiful village gardens 
this year. 
Val shares a typically amusing poem by Spike Milligan, encouraging 
us to do something to lighten our spirits and Glyn reminds everyone it 
is now early Spring and new life is emerging. 
 

Take care and keep safe 
 

Margaret Lovick 
Linden House 
Bradfield St Clare 
Tel: 01284 386662 

 Peter Newlands 
Dairy Farmhouse 
Bradfield St Clare 
Tel: 01284 388637 
pjrmrn@aol.com 
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GRAPEVINE 

 

 



Cockfield	Benefice	–	April	2020	
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
The C word has displaced all other news at the moment - by that I 
mean the Coronavirus of course.  As I write this it is difficult to 
envisage a time in the future when the crisis has passed, and life is 
back to what we would consider to be normal!  The virus has realised 
our worst fears - as yet there is not a vaccine, and we cannot stop it 
from spreading.  Despite all our technology and our sophistication it 
crosses all barriers, and has brought nations to a complete standstill. 
In the Church you are probably aware by now that we have had to 
cancel all our public services - and for the next few weeks we are 
going to have to lock our churches and not have any prayers or 
services there at all.   I will be worshipping at home, so if you would 
like to join me on a Sunday you can through using the pew sheet that 
I will email out to those who would like it.  For those not on email it will 
be delivered if at all possible. 
I know that our villages have all responded magnificently to the crisis 
in offering support and help to those who are vulnerable or 
housebound.  It is going to be tough, but I'm sure we will find ways to 
continue to do so without going against the call of our government to 
stay at home.  I am very happy to take calls or emails if a person is in 
need - my details are below. 
As we approach Easter, a time when we remember what Jesus went 
through to give us life in all its fullness, my hope is people will develop 
a spiritual thirst as they seek to make sense of what is currently 
happening.  I pray that we can prevent further suffering and death 
through following all that we are being asked to do. 
I hope that despite all that is happening that you will enjoy the Easter 
break, and that you will stay safe and virus free.  
  
Yours in Christ, 
 

Revd Sharon 
 

revsharon@btinternet.com 
 
01284-828599 
07825 086063 
 
 

 
 

April Bin Collection Dates 
 

Wednesday 1st April 
Thursday 2nd April 
*Tuesday 7th April 
Thursday 16th April 
**Friday 16th April 
Wednesday 22nd April  
Wednesday 29th April  
Thursday 30th April                          

Black bins 
Brown bins 
Blue bins 
Black bins 
Brown bins 
Blue bins 
Black bins 
Brown bins 

 

 
* Bin collections will be one day earlier over Easter 
** Bin collections will be one day later during the week beginning 
    13th April   
 
It is time to renew your subscription to West Suffolk Garden Waste 
Collection Service - £43 a bin per year. You need to take no action if you 
pay by Direct Debit.      

 
 
 
 
 



♥         ♣ 
 

Whist Drive 
 
 

 Bradfield St Clare Village Hall 
 

 

With great regret we have 
decided to cancel our 

forthcoming Whist Drive 
 

We will let you know when we 
can resume our enjoyable 

monthly village event  
 

Thank you so much for all your 
support 

       ♦          ♠ 
 
 
 

St Clare Church 
 
 

 
 

‘Don’t pull up the drawbridge…’ 
 

As you know, all church services and related activities have been 
suspended for the foreseeable future and now it has been decided  
church buildings will remain closed at all times until further notice.  
Our APCM is postponed. For the next few months all PCC members 
and myself remain in office. Restrictions on weddings, funerals and 
baptisms seem to be widely understood but if necessary please 
contact Sharon or myself for clarification. Remember you can contact 
Sharon for any reason by e-mail or telephone. 
For the time being we will not operate the usual Summer rota for 
flowers to decorate the church or for its opening. Although we have no 
services, I will place flowers on the altar at Easter, the time of rebirth 
and hope. 
The church Food Bank box will now be available every day in the 
porch, so please add an extra item to your shopping list if you can and 
place it in the box. We will arrange to take the contents to the Bury St 
Edmunds Gatehouse Food Bank.  
Services from the Cathedral are being streamed daily – see the 
website for details. Many are enjoying this regular contact. In these 
difficult times, Justin Welby asks us not to only look after ourselves by 
pulling up the drawbridge. He suggests we have the choice of 
focusing on fear or reminding ourselves that life carries on and 
remember to reach out to someone who is isolated or vulnerable. So 
far in our village there is much evidence of many doing exactly this.  
We can listen to God’s voice, be positive and take comfort in His 
 

‘Still small voice of calm’ 
 
                                              Margaret Newlands (Church Warden) 
 
(Several people in the village have contacted us to say they are 
willing to help out by collecting and delivering groceries etc. If 
you need help please contact us – 0i284 388637) 

 



Bradfield Weather 

 
“Come with me into the woods where Spring is advancing, as it does, 
no matter what, not being singular or particular, but one of the forever 
gifts, and certainly visible. “                          – Mary Oliver (Dog Songs) 
 
I write this on the day of the Spring Equinox so hopefully we have left winter 
behind us.  Certainly not a severe winter by any measure with just one brief 
covering of snow, not too much frost and probably best remembered for all 
the wind, much of it very strong. There are many signs of spring, trees are 
budding, the daffodils have been in flower for some time, tulips are starting 
to appear and magnolias are approaching full bloom. It’s good to have 
something of cheer in these uncertain times, for as David Hockney said the 
other day, ‘One thing they can’t cancel is Spring.’ 
On a more mundane note, the end of February brought the above 
mentioned snow together with some further heavy falls of rain to bring a total 
of 68mm against our 27 year average of 43.2mm for the month. 
March has to date brought something of everything, sun, rain, mild frost and 
yet more wind. Rainfall has been light so far, amounting to only 15.5mm, 
with this month’s average at 36.6mm. 
                                                                  - Keith Payne 21st March 2020 

 

 
 

Installations, Service & Repairs Domestic & Commercial… 
 

• Gas, Oil and LPG Boilers  
• Central Heating 
• Power Flushing of Radiators 
• Gas Safe and Oftec registered  
• Showers & Bathrooms 
• Property Maintenance 
 

A leaking tap to a brand new system – we can help you 
 
 
 
 
 

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk 

 
 

Hi, I’m Rachel  
 

Your local AVON Representative 
 

If you would like to see a brochure please 
get in touch. 

07568 074210 
or 

Rachelhassall@googlemail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This advert is too small to be able to show you all we have to offer, please 
visit our website or come and have a cup of tea/coffee and discuss your 
requirements. 

Main Al-Ko and John Deere Dealers 
 

Call us now on 

01284 765453 
 

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk 

 

     Sales ●Service ●Parts ●Repairs 
                                  1 Brettenham Road 

       Buxhall, Stowmarket, IP14 3DL           
     www.tomlinsongroundcare.co.uk 

 

                                            01449 736060      

          Opening Times 
 

                   Mon– Fri   7.30 am to   5.00 pm 
                                Saturday   7.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

                Visit our LARGE SHOWROOMS 



 

	
	

Bradfield	St	George	Village	Hall	
	
	

Bradfield	Nights	
	
	

All	events	postponed	at	present	
	
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

“HAVE A FAMILY HOLIDAY ON THE BEAUTIFUL” 
 

 

 

ISLE OF WIGHT 
 

SELF CATERING 5 BEDROOMED HOUSE – SLEEPS 9 
IN QUIET RESIDENTIAL ROAD IN FAMILY FRIENDLY RYDE 

ONLY 5 MINUTES WALK TO SUPERB BEACHES 
THE HOUSE IS VERY WELL FURNISHED AND EQUIPPED 

HAS A LARGE GARDEN WITH TWO OUDOOR EATING AREAS 
A GAS BARBEQUE IS SUPPLIED 

BICYCLES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE GARDEN SHED 
OFF-ROAD PARKING 

 

VISIT 
 

www.myiowholiday.co.uk 
 

 
Smiling Is Infectious 

 

 
 
 

Smiling is infectious, 
you catch it like the flu, 

When someone smiled at me today, 
I started smiling too. 

I passed around the corner 
and someone saw my grin. 
When he smiled I realized 

I'd passed it on to him. 
I thought about that smile, 
then I realized its worth. 

A single smile, just like mine 
could travel round the earth. 
So, if you feel a smile begin, 

don't leave it undetected. 
Let's start an epidemic quick, 
and get the world infected! 

 
                                         (Spike Milligan) 

 
 
 



 

Annual Village Hall 
 Quiz Night 

 
    

 

 
 

The Village Hall Quiz Night was a great success due to the huge 
effort of Isobel Payne, who not only collated the quiz but also 
compered the whole evening, supported by Keith. 
 
We had eight tables and a raffle. It was a good village evening and 
many thanks to all who contributed or helped in any way to make 
£270 for village hall funds. 
 
                                                                                - Margaret Lovick 
 
 
 

 
May 2020 Advertisements 

 
Advertisements for the May issue of The Bradfield Grapevine should 
be sent to either of the two Editors, whose names and addresses 
appear on the front page by Monday 20th April. The cost is £4 per 
insertion for small ads, £36 per year for half page boxes or £20 for 6 
months. 

Payment to Bradfield St Clare Village Hall Account 
Contact: Peter Newlands or Margaret Lovick 

 
 
 

 
 

 
DKC PLUMBING 

Oil Boiler Specialist 
• Oil Fired Boilers Servicing 
• Boiler Breakdowns 
• Boiler Installations and Repairs 
• Oil Tank Installations 
• Radiator Power Flush 
• General Plumbing 
• Heating Systems 
• Domestic and Commercial 
• 24 hour call out 
• Fully Insured 
• OFTEC REGISTERED 

                                         Call: 07740 272791 

            
 

 
 

 
In March members were treated to a colourful display of quilts, 
hangings, cushions and handbags – all worked in patchwork and 
quilting. 
 

The April meeting and further scheduled meetings have been 
cancelled until the present National emergency is over 

 
When we begin to meet again, visitors and new members will be 
welcome – please get in touch with Enid Hunt for further information: 

 
Secretary Enid Hunt – 01284 386565 

 
 



 
 
 

 

Local, family-run business with 30 years experience 
 

• Electrician 24hour call out 
• Part P Certified 
• Testing & Inspection 
• Lighting for Home & 

Garden 
• Re-Wires/Consumer Units 
• Domestic Alarm Systems 

• Home Refurbishment & 
Modernisation 

• Home Extensions 
• Fitted Kitchens & 

Bathrooms 
• Garage Conversions 
• All staff CRB checked                

            01284 386899                      www.phihome.co.uk 
 

        “Lovely guys who were very professional and knowledgeable. Would 
          have no problem recommending you to our friends and neighbours” 
 
 
 

 
Reports that cards are being put through doors with the 
British Red Cross branding, offering help. British Red Cross 
are NOT utilising a postcard system currently in connection 
to Covid-19 and any distribution of these cards locally 
needs to be reported to us via:-  
 

0808 223 1133 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

"By the community for the community" 
- Val, Debbie and Margaret 

 
It is with regret that we have decided to cancel opening the Kit Cafe on 
Saturdays due to the corona virus pandemic.   
 
We are so sorry to disappoint and hope things can soon get back to 
normal and we can, once again, enjoy spending time together. 
 
With best wishes 

                                                                                      - Val Nunn 
 

 
 

M.BAIRD DIGGERHIRE & GARDEN SERVICES 

                                        
 

•       Mini Digger Hire + Operator 
•       Garden Clearance Services 
•       Patio and Driveway Laying       
•       Strimming Grass/Hedge Cutting 
•       Turf Laying/seeding 
•       Fencing and Treework 

 
ALL GROUND AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 

Visit :- 
 
 

www.mbairdlandscapes.co.uk 
 

CALL MARK on 01284386865 or 07725625760 
 



 
 

 

WHIST DRIVE 
 

 

 
March 2020 

 
 

Seventeen players turned out for our March Whist Drive, 10 gents and 7 ladies.  This meant one 
man had to sit out on the flirt table when they arrived there earning 7 points for that round.  Also 
one gentleman had to take the part of a lady player and Steve kindly agreed.  He was a good 
sport even when we called him 'Stephanie all night'. 
For the ladies Vera took first prize with 170, followed by Sylvia on 167 and Joy with 165.  Well 
done on a closely fought ladies match.  Gina was awarded the booby prize on 145. 
For the men Ian was way out in front with an amazing score of 183!  That's the highest score for 
a long time and will take some beating.  Second was a tie between Jim and Derek so they 
shared the proceeds of second and third prize.  Brian was awarded the booby prize with a score 
of 142. 
£46 was raised from the draw for village hall funds.  Thanks to all who donated prizes and  
bought tickets. 
 

Sadly our monthly Whist Drives are cancelled until further notice  
                                                                                                    
                                                                                                   - Val Nunn 
                                                                                                    

 
 

Bradfield 
Woods 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org 
 
 
 

or ‘phone  
01473  

890089 

 

 

 As a result of the current 
National emergency all our 
events planned for April 
have been postponed. 

 
Please check our website 
regularly for up to date 
news when events will be 
resumed 

 
If you are thinking about 
visiting one of our Reserves 
to get some fresh air you 
must visit our website first 
to see if it is still open! 

 

www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org 

 

 

 



 

 

 
The Library Van  

 
The Service is Suspended until  

further notice 
To contact Carl Bell on the mobile library van: 07721 879855 

 

 
 

 
April Dates for your Diary 

 

 
 
 

Please refer to the cancellations in this edition 
 

 

 

HOME & GARDEN 
HELP 

 
   

 
Reliable lady, DBS checked 

 Available to do all the jobs you don’t have time to do 
 

GRASS CUTTING 
GARDENING 

HOUSEWORK 
DOG WALKING 
£12.50 per hour 

House Sitting £30 per night 
 

CONTACT JUSTINE – 07594617087 
 
 

Something to do! 
 

 
 
Down 
1. Subject (5) 
2. Frozen water (3) 
3. Dog houses (7) 
4. Smooth fabric (6) 
5. Letting contract (5) 
6. Flat (9) 
7. Senior (7) 
11. Target (9) 
13. Fruit (7) 
15. Stuck (7) 
16. Hot fragments from a fire (6) 
18. Declare invalid (5) 
20. Supple (5) 
23. Self (3) 
 
 

Across 
1. Prank (5) 
4. Small community (7) 
8. Everlasting (7) 
9. Accolade (5) 
10. Wear away (5) 
12. Voter (7) 
13. Alter or regulate (6) 
14. Refuge (6) 
17. Repossess (7) 
19. Travel lodge (5) 
21. Mound of stones used as a 
      marker (5) 
22. Sincere (7) 
24. Latticework (7) 
25. Herd or flock of animals (5 
 

 



 
News from Homefield 

 

 
 
It’s a job to know where to start with this month’s ramblings. Yet again 
the weather is the ruler. My idea two months ago of cultivating the 
manure I’d spread on the allotment finally arrived at the end of 
February. There was a little morning frost after a dry day, so the 
cultivator was hooked onto the tractor and off we go! Most of it went 
well, then the tractor driver decided to pull through the wet corner (it 
looked dry on top). Down we go, leaving two wheel marks 10” deep 
an 10ft long leading to the gateway, where the grass on the meadow 
helped me out. Even after forking the trenches out by hand you can 
still see where the tractor went in. That same tractor driver is now 
saying “It’s for the trench celery.” 
In mid-March I did get the hand rotavator through the whole allotment 
and have managed to get a bit of tilth and drill parsnips, swedes, 
beetroot, carrots and onions. The broad beans planted in November 
look OK, about a foot tall but coming into flower. The second planting 
in January under plastic failed miserably, except for three plants, 
which grew outside the tunnel and look very well for it. I have planted 
the first of the early potatoes into trenches, covered with waste grass 
silage and then earthed over. We tried this several years ago to stop 
the slugs getting into the potatoes and it has worked well. However 
we have had exceptional conditions so far this year so we will have to 
see what comes or who wins – as ever Mother Nature will always win 
but a score draw now and again would be nice. 
We had a mouse in the polytunnel about three weeks ago which 
caused me great stress. Two days after planting up about 50 sweet 
pea pods, holes started to appear in the compost and after ruling out 
Jenny Wren who lives in the polytunnel, the mousetraps were dug out. 
Four traps were set (a bit overkill really) with cheese – all so finely set 

that an ant would set them off. Five days later and a pack of cheese 
gone, I moved onto sunflower seeds and the next morning there was 
a mouse in the trap. This was a good result as the next bait tray was 
chocolate, which is rather revered in this house and only used as a 
last resort. I’ve now got to work out how many peas are left in the pots 
and whether to start again. 
I’ve had to foot trim all the sheep flock (3) again this week; the 
weather wet and muddy, taking its toll. Their feet become soft and the 
mud gets between the cleft of the hooves. This warms up and can 
cause infection if not removed. Lucy and Lola will both eat out of your 
hand so are relatively easy to catch but Treacle is still a bit wary and 
needs a good hurdle outlay to catch her or maybe she’s heard the 
mouse’s tale and is waiting for the chocolate treat! 
Debbie and I have just got back from an early evening walk and it is 
lovely to see the hedges just bursting, bulbs sprouting, birds pairing 
and nesting; all ready for Spring. With all the troubles in the world at 
the moment it is heartening to see that some things carry on as 
normal. 
                                                                                                 - Glyn 
  

 
 

THE LOG STORE 
F  I  R  E  W  O  O  D    M  E  R  C  H  A  N  T 

 
100%  Kiln  Dried  Ash logs 

Logs split  and  cut  to  25cm  in  length 
 

Less  than  20%  moisture 
 

01284 388468 
simon@thelogstore.com 

 

Supplied in hand stacked crates which can be delivered 
directly into a garage or carport to avoid unnecessary handling 

 
 

 


