Useful Local Contacts

Anglian Water Emergencies 03457 145145
Borough Council:
- St Edmundsbury Offices 01284763233
Local Member Sara.Mildmay-White Sara.Mildmay-White@stedsbc.gov.uk
01359 270580

Bradfield St Clare Book Club Mrs Val Nunn 388830
Bradfield Grapevine Magazine:

- Editors Mr Peter Newlands 388637

- and Mrs Margaret Lovick 386662
Bury Stray Cat Fund 388455
Charity for the Relief in Sickness:

- Secretary Mrs Vicky Spall 386357
County Council:
- Suffolk County Council Switchboard 01473 583000 -
Local Member Karen Soons karen.soons@suffolk.gov.uk 07864 601887

Dentist (Emergency) — by appointment, Saturday and Sunday afternoons 0300 130 3065
Doctor — for Suffolk Doctors on Call out of hours service ring own doctors’ surgery or

-NHS Choices 111
Electricity UK Power Networks Supply Faults 0800 783 8838
Footpath Warden Mrs Fenella Fraser 388310
Gospel Hall Mr Keith Arknett 01359 240910
Mobile Library Mr Carl Bell 07721 879855
Member of Parliament Mrs Jo Churchill 752311

www .jochurchill. mp@parliament.uk
Neighbourhood Watch Contact Mrs Dianne Bullard 386598
Parish Council Clerk Mrs Nicola Smith 07817170906
Parish Council Website: http://bradfieldstclare.onesuffolk.net
Police 101 (non-urgent), 999 or 01473 613500
Twitter Name: @stedspolice
Post Office Bury Delivery Office 358201

Schools and Colleges:

Cockfield Primary School 828287
Thurston Community College 01359 230885
West Suffolk College 701301

St Clare Church
Rector — Rev. Sharon Potter 828599
Church Warden - Mrs Margaret Newlands 388637

St Edmunds R C Church Fr Mark Hackeson 754358
Suffolk Wildlife Trust Bradfield Woods 01449 737996
Village Hall — Bookings Mrs Val Nunn 388830

THE BRADFIELD
GRAPEVINE

March
2020

What a month we have just experienced! No gentle breezes, no cold
but bright winter sun — just gales and rain and yet more rain! February
has more than lived up to its rural appellation of “February fill dike” —
‘overflowing’ would have been a better expression. It has also made
us so aware of how much technology has overtaken our daily lives —
no power or broadband for so many in the village and for so long —
and poor Sue Leal with a falling tree taking such a liking to her car.

At the end of January we were so sad to learn of the death of Douglas
Balaam, he will be such a great loss — a real ‘man of the village’.
Margaret has written a tribute to him further on in this edition. Our
thoughts are with his family and friends.

Of course the recent weather has posed great challenges for our
farmers and Mike writes about how he has had to adapt to try to keep
things going.

The Kit Café continues to be a very important part of keeping our
community in touch — there is always something different to enjoy and
exciting things are planned for the next event.

Finally, a warm welcome to Howard and Arianne Barnes who are in
the process of moving into the village.

Margaret Lovick Peter Newlands

Linden House TS e Dairy Farmhouse
Bradfield St Clare & / Bradfield St Clare
Tel: 01284 386662 \\ // Tel: 01284 388637

pjrmrn@aol.com



Cockfield Benefice Services — March 2020

Sunday 1 March
1st Sunday in Lent

9.30am Communion CW

Bradfield St George

11am Communion CW

Bradfield St Clare

6pm Six2seven - Stephen
Griffiths talking about the work
of West Suffolk Hospital

Felsham Village Hall

Sunday 8 March
2nd Sunday in Lent

Chaplaincy
9.30am Communion BCP Gedding
11lam Communion CW Cockfield

4pm Evening Prayer CW

Bradfield St Clare

sunday 15 March 8am Said Communion BCP Cockfield

3rd Sunday in Lent
e sundayinten 9.30am Family Service Felsham
9.30am Morning Prayer CW Gedding

Sunday 22 March
4th Sunday in Lent /
Mothering Sunday

9.30am Worshipping Together

Bradfield St George

11am All Age Mothering
Sunday Service

Cockfield

Sunday 29 March
5th Sunday in Lent /
Passion Sunday

10am Benefice Communion

Bradfield St Clare

e CARGATE

Septic Tank Emptying and Servicing

« Septic Tank and Cesspool Emptying * Tank and Drain Cleaning Service
available » Reliable and Competitive = 24/7 Emergency Response
* Treatment Plant Service available » New Tanks installed
= Vehicles Covering East Anglia

Cargawe Esgineering Lnd,
Felsham Rosd, Bradfield St Geongs
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 DAG

E-maik n.milsom@cargate-engineering.co.uk
www.cargateengineering.co.uk

iy e —
SBALMORAL Klargester

01 284 386538 (Head office)

March Bin Collection Dates

Wednesday 4™ March Black bins
Thursday 5" March Brown bins
Wednesday 11" March Blue bins

Wednesday 18" March Black bins
Thursday 19" March Brown bins

A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am

A service of Celtic Evening Prayer is held every Thursday

at Bradfield St Clare at 5pm

All are welcome — these services are approximately 15 minutes in duration.

Please note these services may be subject to change — for up-to-date service times see
the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com

April 2020 Advertisements

Advertisements for the April issue of The Bradfield Grapevine should be
sent to either of the two Editors, whose names and addresses appear on
the front page by Friday 20™ March. The cost is £4 per insertion for small
ads, £36 per year for half page boxes or £20 for 6 months.
Payment to Bradfield St Clare Village Hall Account
Contact: Peter Newlands or Margaret Lovick
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News from St Clare Church

Good news and some less good news from St Clare Church!

The good news is the wonderful new hedge we have around the
churchyard. It was donated by Mike and Lorraine Morley and planted
by them with help from John Kirk and David Roe. A huge thank you
from all who care for our lovely village church and its historic setting.
The less good news centres around Pat Hipwell’s resignation from the
PCC after well over 30 years of membership and service to St Clare
Church. Many of those years were as Church Warden, Electroral Roll
Officer, Secretary and always an organiser of so many enjoyable fund
raising events. | am going to miss her inspiration, companionship and
support on our PCC management group. | know you will all join me in
wishing her well.

The Commonwealth War Grave Commission sign has now been
attached to one of the church gates and as always we are indebted to
Ernie Warren for his speedy repairs — we lost 15 roof tiles in the
recent storm. The external church lights have to be turned off as our
winter permit ceases at the end of February, since the bats begin to
come out of hibernation and the lights can interfere with their feeding
patterns.

The first Sunday in Lent is on 1% March (St David’s Day) and
Mothering Sunday falls on 22" March. We have no Easter Sunday
Service this year but there will be one on Good Friday and several
days before that in Holy Week.

Margaret Newlands (Church Warden)
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keep in touch.

"By the community for the community”
As always it was a lovely friendly atmosphere for our February
opening. Around 30 people attended which was very good bearing in mind
Storm Dennis was busy doing its worst. The hall looked beautiful;
decorated out with a Valentine theme and, as we were approaching Shrove
Tuesday, we served pancakes and waffles both sweet and savoury.

Thank you to everybody who lends a hand in the kitchen, bakes cakes or
helps to set up. We couldn't do it without you. This month however a
special big thank you has to go to Margaret Lovick who started cooking at
10 am and didn't stop making the most delicious pancakes ever. Also to
Felicity and mum Bobby who worked non-stop to create some tasty
waffles. All this, plus tea and coffee making as well as washing up meant
there was always at least four people in a kitchen the size of a small shed!

It is very rewarding to see so many people enjoying spending time together
over cups of tea and tasty treats. It is especially lovely when those who
have moved from the village come along to catch up with old friends and
neighbours. This is exactly what the KIT Cafe set out to achieve 18 months
ago. So thank you all for continuing to come along. We realise it is often
difficult to enter a room if you feel you don't know anybody but for those of
you who may be new to the village please do give it a try. The Cafe is a
great way to get to know everybody and you can be sure of a warm
welcome.

For our March opening, the day before Mothering Sunday, as well as
serving some delicious tasty treats we shall be presenting all the ladies
present with a small gift. But don't feel left out gents as we are already
making plans to spoil you on our June opening to celebrate Fathers’ Day.

KIT Cafe opens from 11 am - 1 pm Saturday, 21st March. We look forward
to seeing you there.

- Val, Debbie and Margaret

THE LOG STORE

FIREWOOD MERCHANT

100% Kiln Dried Ash logs
Logs split and cut to 25cm in length

Less than 20% moisture

01284 388468

simon@thelogstore.com

Supplied in hand stacked crates which can be delivered
directly into a garage or carport to avoid unnecessary handling

YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

City&e Lee Jardine oz =
Guilds Electrical Services memen (=

* All Domestic Electrical Work

* Rewires/New Installations

* New/replacement lights and sockets
* Electric Showers/Hobs and Ovens

* 24 Hour Emergency Call Out

* Landlords Compliance Certificates

Tel: 01284 361 986 Mob: 07444 272 472

Email: lee.jardine@outlook.com




M.BAIRD DIGGERHIRE & GARDEN SERVICES

@ 6

. Mini Digger Hire + Operator

. Garden Clearance Services

. Patio and Driveway Laying

. Strimming Grass/Hedge Cutting
. Turf Laying/seeding

. Fencing and Treework

ALL GROUND AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN
Visit :-

www.mbairdlandscapes.co.uk

CALL MARK on 01284386865 or 07725625760

(ORGANISE YOUR INVOICING

@ Free To Use. Register Today.

(@ PrintInvoices

(@ Track Payments

(@ Contact Management

(@ For Self-Employed a\ncli Small Businesses
brightinvoicing

Making Invoicing Easy ’£='7>C Visit www.brightinvoicing.com)

tldesignworks?
Start your website today .

Small Business/PersonaI/CIub/AssociatiorTf
hosting - design - backup ‘
01983 613237
hello@tldesignworks.co.uk |

. www.tldesignworks.co.uk

WHIST DRIVE
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Seventeen people attended our February Whist Drive, eight gentlemen and
nine ladies so that gave us four tables plus one lady player sitting out when
they reached the fifth 'flirt' table where they were awarded seven points for
that round. As always we had a lovely friendly fun evening and the time just
seemed to flash by.
For the ladies Margaret won first prize with a score of 167, beating daughter
Jus into second place (how could you?) with 162. Well done you two. Gina
came a very close third on 161. The booby prize went to Carolyn with
145. For the gentlemen Gerry had his first win with a very impressive 176!
(well done Gerry); Jim came second on 170 and Steve took third place with
162. John took the booby prize with 140 points.
£41 was raised from the draw, so many thanks for the lovely prizes that were
donated this month and for all who bought tickets.

- Val Nunn

In tribute to
’Doug[as Balaam

Doug was a great part of this village; a quiet, kind man always ready
to do his bit.

He produced leeks for the Hunger Lunches, always stacked the
wooden Village Hall chairs because he could reach high, mowed the
churchyard grass, held the highest score of anyone at whist and could
curve a massive hole at the beet factory with his bulldozer.

His great love was caring for his dear wife, something he did for many
years.

We were so fortunate to have had him in our village for so long.
- Margaret Lovick




Bradfield Weather

\}
‘The pessimist complalns about the wind;

the optimist expects it to change;
the realist adjusts the sails’ - William Arthur Ward

The latter part of January remained largely dry until the very end when a
further 12mm fell bringing the total for the month to 53mm, just above the
average of 49.8mm.

After a little rain on the first day of February, we experienced about a week
of cold, sunny days and frosty nights. Then the storms arrived; Ciara one
weekend followed by Dennis the next. Whilst we were spared the amounts
of rain experienced by other parts of the country, we did have some severe
winds but again not too much serious damage | have heard about unless
you happen to be the unfortunate owner of a BMW severely damaged by a
falling tree in Bury Road. (sorry Sue). This also resulted in the loss of
broadband to the main part of the village, which is yet to be restored 10 days
later. Rainfall to date is actually 35.5mm, with an average at 43.2mm but
with a forecast of more to come this weekend.

- Keith Payne 20" February2020

Bradfield St George Village Hall

Bradfield Nights

Friday 6™ March
7—=11pm
Hot food and bar

Saturday Night Quiz

Saturday 21* March
7pm for 7.30pm start

The CleanPlumber @

experience the difference
Installations, Service & Repairs Domestic & Commercial...

Gas, Oil and LPG Boilers
Central Heating

Power Flushing of Radiators
Gas Safe and Oftec registered
Showers & Bathrooms
Property Maintenance

A leaking tap to a brand new system — we can help you

Call us now on

01284 765453

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk

“HAVE A FAMILY HOLIDAY ON THE BEAUTIFUL”

«\/ ISLE OF WIGHT

SELF CATERING 5 BEDROOMED HOUSE - SLEEPS 9
IN QUIET RESIDENTIAL ROAD IN FAMILY FRIENDLY RYDE
ONLY 5 MINUTES WALK TO SUPERB BEACHES
THE HOUSE IS VERY WELL FURNISHED AND EQUIPPED
HAS A LARGE GARDEN WITH TWO OUDOOR EATING AREAS
A GAS BARBEQUE IS SUPPLIED
BICYCLES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE GARDEN SHED
OFF-ROAD PARKING

VISIT

www.myiowholiday.co.uk




DKC PLUMBING
Oil Boiler Specialist

* Qil Fired Boilers Servicing
* Boiler Breakdowns

* Boiler Installations and Repairs
¢ Qil Tank Installations

* Radiator Power Flush

* General Plumbing

* Heating Systems

* Domestic and Commercial
* 24 hour call out

* Fully Insured

e OFTEC REGISTERED

Call: 07740 272791

Rated |

K
5 STAR RATING

A Yellcom.

5 Star Customer Rating

Google facebook

THANK YOU!

Sue and Clive Leal would like to say thank you to all the friends and
neighbours who rallied round and helped when storm Ciara dealt us a
vicious blow on Sunday 9th. February.

A very large poplar tree, which stood opposite our driveway was blown over,
blocking the road completely. It broke through the electricity supply line for
all the houses in our part of the village and also destroyed the telephone and
internet cabling. On a more personal note, the tree landed on Sue's car and
badly damaged it.

Within an hour an army of people were out in diabolical conditions helping to
clear up. Many neighbours were affected and many waded in to help.
Special thanks must go to Glyn and Andy - from the other side of the village
- who turned up with a tractor (with lifting front gear!) and a chainsaw. Within
a couple of hours the tree was cut up and cleared and the road re-opened.
Sue's car was taken away on a Manchett's lorry.

Power was restored by 4.30pm.

Once again the British communal spirit of getting stuck in when needed
came to the fore and we are very grateful for that.

- Sue and Clive Leal
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INSPIRING WOMEN

During our February meeting members enjoyed an informative and
amusing evening listening to the experiences of Janet Brown who
lived on a narrowboat for an extended period of time.

Next month, on 11" March, we welcome Vicki Hease who will talk
about ‘Patchwork and Quilting’.

Sue Smith will take the chair and Sue Last will provide the draw prize.

Visitors are welcome — please get in touch with Enid Hunt for further
information:

Secretary Enid Hunt — 01284 386565

The Library Van

NEXT VISITS: 9.40 — 9.55 am on Wednesday 11" March
To contact Carl Bell on the mobile library van: 07721 879855

March Dates for your Diary

* Friday 6th March — Whist Drive — 7.30pm — Village Hall
 Saturday 21% March — Kit Café — 11am to 1pm —Village Hall
*  Tue 24th March — Book Club — 7pm — Village Hall

* EARLY NOTICE (more information later)!

Open Gardens — Bishops Farm — Wed 17" June - 11am to 8pm




HOME & GARDEN
HELP

Reliable lady, DBS checked
Available to do all the jobs you don’t have time to do
GRASS CUTTING

GARDENING
HOUSEWORK

DOG WALKING

£12.50 per hour

House Sitting £30 per night

CONTACT JUSTINE - 07594617087

TOMLINSON GROUNDCARE

Sales eService ®Parts ®eRepairs
1 Brettenham Road

Buxhall, Stowmarket, IP14 3DL
__ www.tomlinsongroundcare.co.uk

s 4 01449 736060
Opening Times

Mon-Fri 7.30 am to 5.00 pm
Saturday 7.30 am to 12.30 pm

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOMS

This advert is too small to be able to show you all we have to offer, please
visit our website or come and have a cup of tea/coffee and discuss your
requirements.

Main Al-Ko and John Deere Dealers

ANV O N

the company for women

Hi, I'm Rachel
Your local AVON Representative

If you would like to see a brochure please
get in touch.

07568 074210
or
Rachelhassall@googlemail.com

PARKERHOME

PROPERTY REFURBISHMENT AND RENOVATION

Local, family-run business with 30 years experience

* Electrician 24hour call out * Home Refurbishment &

e Part P Certified Modernisation

* Testing & Inspection * Home Extensions

* Lighting for Home & * Fitted Kitchens &
Garden Bathrooms

¢ Re-Wires/Consumer Units * Garage Conversions

* Domestic Alarm Systems * All staff CRB checked
01284 386899 www.phihome.co.uk

“Lovely guys who were very professional and knowledgeable. Would
have no problem recommending you to our friends and neighbours”




HAND TO
MOUTH

Two talks by Clive Duke & Tony Barabas,
about their charitable medical work in
providing reconstructive hand and cleft lip &

palate surgery, in Africa, Myanmar and
Central & South America.

Saturday 25th April 7 for 7-30pm

Bradfield St George Village Hall IP30 0OAS
£17-50 to include 3 course supper.
Bar available.

Raising funds for
Little Whelnetham Church

Tickets Steve Smith: 01284 388311
email: calafell@btinternet.com

Alix Barabas: 01284 386305
email: alixbarabas@hotmail.com

Jan Golding email: janblof@aol.com
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BRITISH FOUNDATION FOR

INTERNATIONAL RECONSTRUCTIVE
SURGERY AND TRAINING
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Bradfield
Woods

March

NW Suffolk
| Wildlife
= Trust

PLEASE BOOK
FOR
ACTIVITIES

For more information

and to book your place
on event go to:

www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org

and children.

or ‘phone 01473 890089

Bradfield.learning@suffolkwildlifetrust.org

Mondays - Wild Tots

Woodland play for under 5’s and
their adults
10am — 11.30pm £5

Sat 7 March

Woodland jewellery course
Learn to create beautiful pendants,

earrings, beads and cord from
woodland materials.

10am-3pm £40

We are [ooﬁingfor
vofunteersfor our fearning

team:

Learning volunteers wanted to
help with school groups and
events. No experience
needed, just a love of nature

To find out more

Telephone:
01449 737996

or

email at:




Arable Farming at Bishops Farm

“Blowing aWay the Winter Blues”

Well we have certainly had enough wind to do that, with numerous
trees down. Four mature ash trees have fallen in Bromley Wood; all
suffering from Ash Die-back. The timber is notoriously black through
the centre — a clear sign if the disease.

One of the wettest winters on record has posed different challenges to
farming here, although we have not suffered as badly as the north and
west of the country. A wet and windy winter but an unseasonably mild
one.

Our winter crops look reasonably well. Winter barley on the Tower
field has tillered well (producing many side shoots on each plant) and
will soon require a spray of plant growth regulator, manganese,
magnesium and a fungicide to control mildew disease that is the thick
canopy. Our other field is not so advanced, as areas of the headlands
have been flooded during the winter.

Nitrogen fertiliser is required soon as all the winter cereals to promote
tillering and root development. This year all the autumn sown crops
are very shallow rooted with all the roots close to the surface as the
deeper soil is waterlogged. Problems will occur if we experience very
hot and dry conditions in the summer, as the plant roots will not be
deep enough to extract moisture from the subsoil.

The winter bean crop did not get planted and it is too late to sow
winter beans now, so spring beans will be sown instead when the field
is dry enough.

A wet winter with no significant frosts to fragment our clay soil means
it is going to be difficult to produce good, fine seedbeds this spring,
meaning a bit more work for the power harrow.

Well the sheep mentioned in my last report were on the farm for about
a month, munching their way through the cover crop. The field
ploughed very well and we hope for a successful crop of sugar beet.

It is great having sheep on the farm and we look forward to their
return in the autumn.

After dreadful conditions lifting the sugar beet, ploughing was equally
challenging. Usually my New Holland 175 horsepower tractor pulls a

five furrow plough but to plough the heavily compacted land | had to
remove the back furrow and only pull four furrows. This meant less
spinning of the wheels and being able to travel faster and plough to a
deeper depth.
Usually we have finished ploughing by the end of November but this
year | ploughed very late in January; ploughing the stubble on the field
that was destined for winter beans. The ground was so waterlogged
that ploughing was the only option so that the soil has a chance to
drain and dry out.
Our soil on the farm is mainly Hanslope Clay but on some fields strips
of sand run through the clay. When the clay becomes waterlogged the
sand becomes a bog. The clay soil ploughs well but when you cross
the sand the tractor sinks in and you have to lift the plough to continue
travelling and water pours into the open furrow.
Challenging times! The last wet winter we experienced being in 2012.
The past four years have been relatively dry and we tend to forget
how wet this land can become and how important drainage is.
In the meantime machinery needs servicing, new parts to put onto the
plough to replace the worn metal, cleaning the combine and grain
stores now all the grain has left the farm.
When we get slightly better weather, less wind and no rain there is
hedge and tree planting to do. Doing our bit for the environment, 200
metres of wild hedging to plant, which includes hawthorn, blackthorn,
field maple, hazel, dogwood, dog rose and crab apple as well as 50
trees of oak and hornbeam. Some of this is already planted around
the Church; the next is to the south of Sheepgate Lane along the line
of the new ditch, with the remainder along the track where it crosses
the lane. Hopefully this will tick some of the boxes in the new
Agricultural Policy, with its intention for the industry to become carbon
neutral by 2050 — we have a long way to go.
As daffodils come into bloom and roses burst into leaf, Spring is
certainly on its way. Let’s hope the winds drop and it stops raining
soon.
We are relatively lucky here; our thoughts and prayers should be with
those less fortunate, with flooded houses, farms and land in the north
and west.
No matter how bad the weather seems, there is always a seed time
and a harvest. We just have to take advantage of windows of
opportunity whenever they may occur,

- Mike Morley



