
 
 

Useful Local Contacts  
 

Anglian Water Emergencies                     03457  145145 
Borough Council: 
 - St Edmundsbury Offices                         01284763233 
Local Member  Sara.Mildmay-White                      Sara.Mildmay-White@stedsbc.gov.uk 
                                                                                                                        01359 270580 
Bradfield St Clare Book Club          Mrs Val Nunn                                                 388830 
Bradfield Grapevine Magazine: 
                      - Editors  Mr Peter Newlands   388637 
                      - and  Mrs Margaret Lovick   386662  
Bury Stray Cat Fund                                                                                                 388455 
Charity for the Relief in Sickness: 
         - Secretary  Mrs Vicky Spall    386357 
County Council: 
 - Suffolk County Council Switchboard                      01473 583000  - 
Local Member Karen Soons        karen.soons@suffolk.gov.uk             07864 601887 
Dentist (Emergency) – by appointment, Saturday and Sunday afternoons 0300 130 3065  
Doctor – for Suffolk Doctors on Call out of hours service ring own doctors’ surgery or 
 -NHS Choices                                                       111 
Electricity   UK Power Networks Supply Faults   0800 783 8838 
Footpath Warden                              Mrs Fenella Fraser                                         388310 
Gospel Hall   Mr Keith Arknett                                 01359 240910 
Mobile Library                                 Mr Carl Bell                                         07721 879855 
Member of Parliament  Mrs Jo Churchill                                             752311 
                                                                                  www.jochurchill.mp@parliament.uk    
Neighbourhood Watch Contact Mrs Dianne Bullard   386598 
Parish Council Clerk  Mrs Nicola Smith       07817170906 
Parish Council Website:                                           http://bradfieldstclare.onesuffolk.net 
Police                                      101 (non-urgent), 999 or 01473 613500 
                                                                              Twitter Name:  @stedspolice 
Post Office     Bury Delivery Office   358201 
Schools and Colleges: 

Cockfield Primary School      828287  
Thurston Community College        01359 230885 
West Suffolk College      701301 

St Clare Church   
 - Rector – Rev. Sharon Potter                         828599           
 - Church Warden    Mrs Margaret Newlands                    388637  
St Edmunds R C Church  Fr Mark Hackeson   754358 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust  Bradfield Woods             01449 737996   
Village Hall – Bookings  Mrs Val Nunn    388830 
       -  Secretary  Mrs Isobel Payne    386169 
                     - website                      www.bradfieldstclare.onesuffolk.net 
West Suffolk Hospital       713000 
Women’s Institute Secretary  Mrs Enid Hunt    386565 
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Well it really is now the time of ‘mist and mellow fruitfulness’. I know 
that many in the village have been out picking blackberries and 
foraging for mushrooms! The mind wanders to thoughts of steak and 
mushroom pies followed by a large helping of blackberry and apple 
tart. What lovely time of the year! 
Many of you will have taken part and enjoyed the village Harvest 
celebrations, in particular the Harvest Festival Church Service and the 
Village Harvest Supper that followed. These are the events that keep 
our modern day world in touch with our heritage and they remain so 
important in the life of the village. 
Mike describes the culmination of much of his work throughout the 
year that has brought forth this year’s harvest, despite the vagaries of 
our climate. Keith’s piece each month has helped us to understand 
just how strange the weather has been 
Once again the village demonstrated its generosity and compassion 
by the amazing result of the Macmillan Coffee Morning hosted by the 
Kit Café! So many people worked hard to make this so successful. 
You will notice elsewhere in this edition, details of two forthcoming 
village events – read on! 
Finally, our thoughts are with Michael Tricker’s family and friends – a 
true man of the village. 
 
Margaret Lovick 
Linden House 
Bradfield St Clare 
Tel: 01284 386662 

 Peter Newlands 
Dairy Farmhouse 
Bradfield St Clare 
Tel: 01284 388637 
pjrmrn@aol.com 

 

 

THE BRADFIELD 
GRAPEVINE 

 

 



Cockfield	Benefice	Services	–	October	2019	
	
	
Sunday	6th	October	
16th	after	Trinity	
	

	

9.30am	Communion		
	

Bradfield	St	George	

11am	Communion	 Bradfield	St	Clare	

6pm	Six2seven		 Felsham	

	
Sunday	13th	October	
17th	after	Trinity	
	
	

	

9.30am	Communion	BCP	
	

Gedding	
	

11am	Communion		
	

Cockfield	
	

3pm	Evening	Prayer	with	
Baptism	
	

Bradfield	St	Clare	

Sunday	20th	October	
18th	after	Trinity	
	

	

8am	Said	Communion	BCP	
	

Cockfield	
		
9.30am	Family	Service	
	

Felsham	

3pm		Service	of	Holy	Baptism	 Cockfield	

	
Sunday	27th	October	
Last	after	Trinity	
	
	

	

9.30am	Worshipping					
Together	

	

Bradfield	St	George	

	

9.30am	Morning	Prayer	BCP	
	

Gedding	

11am	Communion	 Cockfield	

A	service	of	Celtic	Morning	Prayer	is	held	every	Tuesday	at	Cockfield	at	9am	
A	service	of	Celtic	Evening	Prayer	is	held	every	Thursday	at	Bradfield	St	Clare	at	5pm	

All	are	welcome	–	these	services	are	approximately	15	minutes	in	duration.	
Please	note	these	services	may	be	subject	to	change	–	for	up-to-date	service	times	see	

the	benefice	website	at	www.cockfieldbenefice.com	
 

NOVEMBER 2019 ADVERTISEMENTS 
Advertisements for the November 2019 issue of The Bradfield 
Grapevine should be sent to either of the two Editors, whose names 
and addresses appear on the front page by Friday18th October. The 
cost is £4 per insertion for small ads, £36 per year for half page boxes 
or £20 for 6 months. 

Payment to Bradfield St Clare Village Hall Account 
Contact: Peter Newlands or Margaret Lovick 

 

 
 

Bin collections October 2019 
    

Thursday 5th  October  Blue and brown bins 
Thursday 12th October              Black bins  
Thursday 19th October              Blue and brown bins  
Thursday 26th October              Black bins 
 
Latest West Suffolk re-cycling guide is at:- 
www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/bins/upload/guide-to-recycling-2019-v2.pdf 
 

 

October Dates for your Diary 
 
 

 
• Friday 4th October – Whist drive – 7.30pm – Village Hall 
• Friday 25th October – Church Quiz – 7.30pm – Village Hall 
• Friday 19th October – Kit Café – 11am to 1pm – Village Hall 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This advert is too small to be able to show you all we have to offer, please 
visit our website or come and have a cup of tea/coffee and discuss your 
requirements. 

Main Al-Ko and John Deere Dealers 
 

 

 

Local, family-run business with 30 years experience 
 

• Electrician 24hour call out 
• Part P Certified 
• Testing & Inspection 
• Lighting for Home & 

Garden 
• Re-Wires/Consumer Units 
• Domestic Alarm Systems 

• Home Refurbishment & 
Modernisation 

• Home Extensions 
• Fitted Kitchens & 

Bathrooms 
• Garage Conversions 
• All staff CRB checked                

            01284 386899                      www.phihome.co.uk 
 

        “Lovely guys who were very professional and knowledgeable. Would 
          have no problem recommending you to our friends and neighbours” 
 

News from St Clare Church 
 

   
 

I would like to begin by thanking the many people who sponsored our bike 
riders and the wonderful cyclists who took part in the Annual Suffolk Historic 
Churches Ride and Stride event. Particular gratitude to Ian Dowling (from 
Cockfield), Sue and Clive Leal and members of the Hardingham family. 
Thank you so much for giving up your day to help our church. The team who 
sat in the church porch to sign in the riders were also much appreciated – 
less cold this year !! 
By the time you read this we will have celebrated Harvest with our church 
service and the village harvest supper – hopefullly enjoyed by all who came. 
During October there is a change to the time of our regular Evening Prayer 
because this month we are delighted to include the baptism of Margot on 
13th Ocober. The service will be conducted earlier than usual at 3.00pm and 
everyone is welcome to witness this special celebration. 
Later, on 25th October there will be our Annual Church Quiz, again led by 
Clive and Sue Leal. Please book the date and come  but we need to know  
numbers by 20thOctober  - eight places have already been booked! Entry is 
£6 per person and this will include some light refreshments and a prize for 
the winning team. We also plan to hold a raffle and prizes are most 
welcome! 
In addition the PCC are delighted to announce a talk by Gerry Bullard. This 
will take place on 15th November, with entry at £8 to include a glass of wine 
and some savoury nibbles. We look forward to hearing about his journey 
around our beautiful shores. Again this event is in aid of St Clare Church 
fabric fund. 
At the end of October we will no longer be opening the church during the 
weekends, however if you would like to visit at any time please get in touch. 
Thank you to all those who have contributed to opening the church this year 
and in many cases placing flowers on the altar. 
November begins with All Saints Day (1st November) followed by All Souls 
Day (2nd November). Both will be celebrated on Sunday 3rd November at 
2.00pm with a special service open to everyone in the village and the 
benefice – please come! If you need further information please contact me 
(01284 388637). 

                                   - Margaret Newlands (Church Warden) 
 

     Sales ●Service ●Parts ●Repairs 
                                  1 Brettenham Road 

       Buxhall, Stowmarket, IP14 3DL           
     www.tomlinsongroundcare.co.uk 

 

                                            01449 736060      

          Opening Times 
 

                   Mon– Fri   7.30 am to   5.00 pm 
                                Saturday   7.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

                Visit our LARGE SHOWROOMS 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 

Well what can we say? 
 

FAB – U – LOUS! 
 
After last year’s amazing £630 raised, I just couldn’t believe we would 
even manage half – “Oh ye of little faith”. We actually raised over 
£650! Quite amazing with nearly 60 people attending a really super 
morning, so thank you to all who came, spent their pennies or 
supported us in any way. This wonderful cause provides such help, 
physically and emotionally to people undergoing treatment and 
continous support.  
We are back to normal next month and the café will be open from 
11.00am to 1.00pm on Saturday 19th October. It’s your café run for 
the community and absolutely free! If you have never been before 
you don’t know what you are missing! 
 

And then there were three! 
P.S. Just a personal note from me. I am afraid this will be my last 
report for the Kit Café. We started this venture very tentatively not 
knowing it would grow from strength to strength and become such a 
popular well established part of the community. Regretfully I am going 
to step down from helping to run it and will hang up my very stylish 
apron. I have loved my time with three amazing people who have 
become such good friends. I’ll continue to do everything I can to 
support and promote the Kit Café – long may it continue! 

                                                                                   - Pat Hipwell 
 

♥         ♣ 
 

Whist Drive 
 

 Bradfield St Clare Village Hall 
Friday 4th October 

7.30pm 
 

Entry £2.00 including refreshments,  
tea or coffee. 

If preferred, bring your own drinks.   
 

Cash Prizes & Draw   
 

Raffle Prizes Welcomed! 
 

Come along and bring your friends 
 
 

In aid of Village Hall funds 
 

       ♦          ♠ 
 
 



 
 

M.BAIRD DIGGERHIRE & GARDEN SERVICES 

                                        
 

•       Mini Digger Hire + Operator 
•       Garden Clearance Services 
•       Patio and Driveway Laying       
•       Strimming Grass/Hedge Cutting 
•       Turf Laying/seeding 
•       Fencing and Treework 

 
ALL GROUND AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 

Visit :- 
 
 

www.mbairdlandscapes.co.uk 
 

CALL MARK on 01284386865 or 07725625760 
 

 

 

Bradfield Weather 

 
‘Fall has always been my favourite season.  The time when everything 
bursts with it’s last beauty, 
as if nature had been saving up all year for the grand finale’. 
                                                                  - Lauren De Stephano,  Wither 
 
The main feature of the last part of August was another period of very hot 
weather, which covered another Bank Holiday. I can’t recall we have had a 
wet holiday weekend in 2019.  Only a splash more rain completed a total of 
27.5mm for the month against an average of 64.3mm. 
In the first week of September the temperature dropped significantly with a 
little rain but has subsequently become much warmer again with 
temperatures above the normal for the time of year. There has however 
been a distinct lack of rain with a total to date of just 8.5mm with our average 
at 47.5mm. Potential heavy rain at the past weekend in fact barely 
registered in the gauge. Today is the Autumn Equinox and the official start of 
Autumn with an immediate forecast of more unsettled weather. 
 
                               - Keith Payne 23rd September 2019 

 

 
 

Installations, Service & Repairs Domestic & Commercial… 
 

• Gas, Oil and LPG Boilers  
• Central Heating 
• Power Flushing of Radiators 
• Gas Safe and Oftec registered  
• Showers & Bathrooms 
• Property Maintenance 
 

A leaking tap to a brand new system – we can help you 
 
 
 
 
 

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk 

Call us now on 

01284 765453 
 

www.thecleanplumber.co.uk 

 



 
 

OTHER CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Roman Catholic Church 
St Edmund King & Martyr  
Westgate Street, Bury St Edmunds  - 01284 754358 
 
Gospel Hall 
The Gospel Hall, Bradfield St George 
Every Sunday at 10.30am:  Sunday Breaking of Bread. 
Every Sunday at 2.30pm:  Sunday School and Bible Class 
Every Sunday at 6.30pm:   Gospel Meeting – all welcome. 
Every Wednesday at 6.45pm Young People’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The Library Van  

 

 
NEXT VISITS:  9.40 – 9.55 am on 23rd October 

 
 

To contact Carl Bell on the mobile library van : 07721 879855 
 

 

 
 

 
Michael Tricker 

 
It is with deepest sympathy we report the passing of Michael Tricker, 
a great family man and good neighbour who lived in the village for 
over 50 years.  
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Betty, Angela and Kevin at this sad 
time   
 
                                                                                   - Margaret Lovick 

 

 

 
Bradfield 

Woods 
 

October 
Activities 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE BOOK  
FOR  

ACTIVITIES 
 

For more information 
and to book your place 

on event go to: 
 

www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org 
 

or ‘phone 01473 890089 
 

	
	
Mondays	–	Wild	Tots	for	families	with	
under	5s	
10am	–	11.30am,	£5		
	

SAT	5	Oct	-	Steam	bending	for	
beginners	course	
Learn how to steam bend wood with 
David Wheeler, local craftsman and 
furniture maker	
10am-4pm,	£70	
	

Thurs	17	Oct	-	Wild	and	well	for	adults		
A	morning	of	mindfulness	and	nature	
connection,	cook	lunch	over	fire,	with	
an	afternoon	whittling	or	crafting.	
10am-2.30pm,	£15	
	

Mon	21	–	Fri	25	Oct	–	Deer	sculpture	
trail	–	CANCELLED	
	

Mon	21	Oct	-	Wild	Tots	and	family	
autumn	adventure		
Dens,	fire	and	autumn	art	
10am-11.30am,	£4	child,	£2	adult	
	

Mon	21	Oct	–	Wild	in	the	woods	for	
teens	with	additional	needs	
1.30-3.30pm,	£5	
	

Tues	22	Oct	-	Dinky	deer	for	families	
10.30am-12.30pm,	£4	child,	£2	
adult								
Tues	22	Oct	-	Family	course:	spoon	
carving	with	Fay	Jones	
9.30am-noon	&	1pm-3.30pm	
£10	11-16	years,	£20	adult	

Wed	23	Oct	-		Wild	in	the	woods	
holiday	club	for	6-11	years	
9am-3pm	with	campfire	lunch,	£15	

 
 
 



 
 

THE LOG STORE 
F  I  R  E  W  O  O  D    M  E  R  C  H  A  N  T 

 
100%  Kiln  Dried  Ash logs 

Logs  split  and  cut  to  25cm  in  length 
 

Less  than  20%  moisture 
 

01284 388468 
simon@thelogstore.com 

 

Supplied in handstacked crates which can be delivered 
directly into a garage or carport to avoid unnecessary handling 

 
 
 
 
 

 
         YOUR  RELIABLE LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 
 

 

 

 
Lee Jardine 

Electrical Services  
 

 • All Domestic Electrical Work 
• Rewires/New Installations 
• New/replacement lights and sockets 
• Electric Showers/Hobs and Ovens 
• 24 Hour Emergency Call Out  
• Landlords Compliance Certificates 

 

 

 

 

               
              Tel: 01284 361 986                         Mob: 07444 272 472 
 

                               Email:  lee.jardine@outlook.com 
 
 

 

How to give a CAT a pill: 
1. Pick cat up and cradle it in the crook of your left arm as if holding a baby. 

Position right forefinger and thumb on either side of the cat’s mouth and 
gently apply pressure to cheeks while holding pill in right hand. As cat 
opens mouth pop pill in to mouth. Allow cat to close mouth and swallow. 

2.  Retrieve pill from floor and cat from behind sofa. Cradle cat in left arm and 
repeat process. 

3. Retrieve cat from bedroom and throw soggy pill away. 
4. Take new pill from foil wrap, cradle cat in left arm holding rear paws tightly 

with left hand. Force jaws open and push pill to back of mouth with right 
forefinger. Hold mouth shut for a count of ten. 

5. Retrieve pill from goldfish bowl and cat from top of wardrobe. Call spouse to 
help. 

6. Kneel on floor with cat wedged firmly between knees, hold front and rear 
paws. Ignore low growls emitted by cat. Get spouse to hold lead firmly with 
one hand while forcing wooden ruler into mouth. Drop pill down ruler and 
rub cat’s throat vigorously. 

7. Retrieve cat from curtain rod, get another pill from foil wrap. Make note to 
buy new ruler and repair curtains. Carefully sweep shattered figurines and 
vases from hearth and set to one side for gluing later. 

8. Wrap cat in large towel and get spouse to lie on cat with head just visible 
from below armpit. Put pill in end of drinking straw, force mouth open with 
pencil and blow down the drinking straw. 

9. Check label to make sure pill not harmful to humans, drink a beer to take 
away the taste. Apply plaster to spouse’s forearm and remove blood from 
carpet with cold water and soap. 

10. Retrieve cat from neighbour’s shed. Get another pill. Open another beer. 
Place cat in cupboard and close door onto neck to leave head showing. 
Force mouth open with dessert spoon. Flick pill down throat with elastic 
band. 

11. Fetch screwdriver from garage and put cupboard door back on hinges. 
Drink beer. Fetch bottle of Scotch. Pour shot, drink. Apply whiskey 
compress to check to disinfect. Toss back another shot. Throw T-shirt away 
and fetch new one from bedroom. 

12. Call fire brigade to retrieve cat from tree across the road. Apologise to 
neighbour who crashed into fence while swerving to avoid cat. Take last pill 
from foil wrap.  

13. Tie front paws to rear paws with twine and bind tightly to leg of dining room 
table. Find heavy duty pruning gloves from shed. Push pill into mouth 
followed by large piece of fillet steak. Be rough about it. Hold head vertically 
and pour 2 pints of water down throat to wash pill down. 

14. Consume remainder of Scotch. Get spouse to drive you to casualty, sit 
quietly while doctor stiches fingers and forearm and removes pill from your 
right eye. Call furniture shop on way home to order new table. 

15. Arrange for RSPCA to collect cat from hell and ring local pet shop to see if 
they have any hamsters. 

How to give a DOG a pill: 
1. Wrap it in bacon!                                    -  Submitted by Lorraine Morley 



2.  

 

HOME & 
GARDEN 
HELP 

 

 
Reliable lady, DBS checked 

 Available to do all the jobs you don’t have time to do 
 

GRASS CUTTING 
GARDENING 

HOUSEWORK 
DOG WALKING 
£12.50 per hour 

House Sitting £30 per night 
 

CONTACT JUSTINE – 07594617087 
 
 

	

Bradfield	St	George	Village	Hall	
	
 

Bradfield Night 
 

Friday 4th October 7 - 11 pm 
 

Bar and hot food 
All welcome 

 
 

Quiz Night  
 
 

Saturday 19th October 
 

Teams of 4, £1 per head 
7 for 7.30pm start 

All welcome, just turn up 
 
 

 

 
“HAVE A FAMILY HOLIDAY ON THE BEAUTIFUL” 

 

 

 

ISLE OF WIGHT 
 

SELF CATERING 5 BEDROOMED HOUSE – SLEEPS 9 
IN QUIET RESIDENTIAL ROAD IN FAMILY FRIENDLY RYDE 

ONLY 5 MINUTES WALK TO SUPERB BEACHES 
THE HOUSE IS VERY WELL FURNISHED AND EQUIPPED 

HAS A LARGE GARDEN WITH TWO OUDOOR EATING AREAS 
A GAS BARBEQUE IS SUPPLIED 

BICYCLES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE GARDEN SHED 
OFF-ROAD PARKING 

 

VISIT 
 

www.myiowholiday.co.uk 
 

 
 

DKC PLUMBING 
Oil Boiler Specialist 

• Oil Fired Boilers Servicing 
• Boiler Breakdowns 
• Boiler Installations and Repairs 
• Oil Tank Installations 
• Radiator Power Flush 
• General Plumbing 
• Heating Systems 
• Domestic and Commercial 
• 24 hour call out 
• Fully Insured 
• OFTEC REGISTERED 

                                         Call: 07740 272791 

            
 



St Clare Church  
Quiz Night 

 
25th October at 7:30pm 

In Bradfield St Clare Village Hall 
£6 each 

With light refreshments & raffle 
Tables of 4 (can arrange on the night) 

If you wish, bring your own drinks and glasses! 
PLEASE BOOK by 20th October 
‘Phone: 01284 388637 or 386636 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Sailing Around 
GB 

in 80 Days! 
 

A fun talk by  
Gerry Bullard 

 

Friday 15th November at 7pm 
Bradfield St Clare Village Hall 

Entry £8 
To include a glass of wine & nibbles! 

 

In aid of St Clare Church Funds 
Contact: 
Margaret Newlands – 01284 388637 or 
Pat Hipwell – 01284 386636 

 
 

 

 
At our last meeting on 14th September, several members were 
present to hear Rosalind Hamill explain the many roles of 
being a ‘Lady Toastmaster’. 
 
Our next meeting is on the 9th October, when we look forward 
to hearing a ‘ Tale of Tapestry’ led by June Shepherd. 
 
Rosie will be in the chair with the refreshments provided by 
Kathryn and Linda. Linda will also contribute a draw prize.  

Do JOIN US – we are a very friendly group! 
If you would like to come along, please contact Enid Hunt:- 

01284 386565 richardenid088@btinternet.com 
 
 

 
 

 

Samaritans Purse 
SHOE BOXES 

I know Christmas is still a long way off but it is about this time of the 
year that we think about making up the shoe boxes. Up until now I’ve 
been the collecting point as ir were and done the boxes with your help. 
However I would really like to give up the overall responsibility for this 
and hand over to someone else. I am more than willing to help this 
year and assist in the organisation. It is great fun, so please somene 
volunteer and we will do it together!. Individual people do their own 
boxes which is fine. We usually manage between 12 t0 16 boxes from 
the village. Please contact me on 01284 386636 
                                                                                         - Pat Hipwell                                                                         

 
 
 

 

Thank You So Much! 
What a generous act of kindness has been made by Mr and Mrs 
Cole! 
In a bid to make Church Lane safer they have removed part of their 
hedge. They were assisted by Mike Morley and David Roe. 
Thank you all 
                                                                                - Margaret Lovick 
 



Arable Farming at Bishops Farm 
 

 
 

“All is safely gathered in.” 
 

- and we are already preparing to plot next year’s crops. 
Firstly I must apologise for not writing in the August issue of The Bradfield 
Grapevine. Anyway I am back with a resume of what’s been going on at the 
farm. When I wrote in the June issue we were looking forward to harvest. 
Luckily we had 100mm of rain in June that meant all the developing grains 
filled to maximum providing us with a really good harvest. 
Winer barley was harvested the last week in July and yielded just under 4 
tonnes/acre; good bold quality grain. This was a feed variety for animal feed. 
We sold this as soon as it was harvested and it went to Ipswich Dock for 
export to Spain and Portugal where the barley harvest was very poor this 
year. On 5th August we started harvesting the Zyatt winter wheat, a superb 
crop again yielding 4 tonnes/acre and good quality with protein and  
Hagberg (rising quality) suitable for bread production. Hopefully this will be 
sold for December movement.  
Next the beans were harvested on 11th August, earlier than usual. The hot 
weather in early July killed off the green leaves and ripened the beans 
prematurely. The crop still yielded 2 tonnes/acre but the beans were stained 
and contained some Bruchid beetle, so only good for animal feed this year. 
The price however was very good at £200/tonne, so a good result. The rest 
of the wheat Siskin was harvested the last week of August, again yielding 4 
tonnes/acre. This is a low grade milling variety suitable for biscuit 
manufacture.  
This year I sold two consignments of wheat on the futures market well 
before harvest. It’s a bit like big time gambling but it has paid off this year as 
the difference in price has dropped by £20-£30/tonne from when I sold it. 
The spring barley also yielded very well at 3.3 tonnes/acre. However the 
nitrogen content was a bit high this year at 1.7%. I have still to sell this for 
malting. Although we put very little nitrogen on the crop it was not taken into 
the plant until the rains in June, meaning the nitrogen then went into the 
grain rather than growing the plant. 
We must be thankful for such a good harvest. Prices have dropped for 
wheat by £35-£40/tonne from last year’s high but there is so much more 
wheat on the market not only in this country but also across the world. The 
price of grain is governed by the Chicago Commodity Market and greatly 

influenced by the USA Department of Agriculture yield predictions for maize 
and wheat. World climate change also affects the market. The major 
producers are USA, Russia, Canada, Argentina and Australia. A deficit in 
any of these countries influences world market prices. Currency exchange 
rates and global politics also reflect on world grain prices. 
Since harvest there has been very little rain but we have continued to 
prepare land for Autumn planting of next year’s crop. Flat lifting the tramlines 
to remove wheeling compaction from last year’s spraying the fertilizer 
applications. Hedge cutting, ploughing and rolling fields for next year’s winter 
barley and wheat crops. Then these fields have been disced and rolled 
again to break the dry, hard soil. Luckily 12mm of rain over the last two days 
has helped soften the ground and I will start planting winter barley this 
weekend and wheat next week. 
A big thank you to John Kirk for helping me with rolling and preparing the 
fields this Aurumn. Also thanks to David Rowe for helping remove the hedge 
at the bottom of Church Lane. Thank you to James Cole for allowing us to 
do that  - it certainly has improved the visibility exiting Church Lane.  
I hope you all enjoyed our Harvest Celebrations – we have so much to be 
thankful for again this year. 
                                                                                               - Mike Morley 

 
 

WHIST DRIVE 
 

 

September 
2019 

Sixteen players turned out for our September whist drive, nine 
ladies and seven men.  The match was very close for the ladies 
with Anne and Sylvia coming joint first on 167 points.  They shared 
the proceeds of first and second prize combined.  Gina took third 
prize with 163 and Ros took the wooden spoon this month on 142. 
In the men's game Steve came first on 176, followed by Ian with 
170 and Val N (playing as a man) came third on 157.  The wooden 
spoon was awarded to John with 144 points. 
 
It was a lovely evening and thanks to everyone who supported the 
draw which raised £40 for village hall funds. 

                                                                                            
 
 


