
  

Dear Villagers 

 

The Parish Council are very pleased to announce that following submission of a report to the Speed 
Limit Panel in October 2017, we have been advised that the Panel have agreed to “(a) a 40 mph 
speed limit along Bury Road between the last house and the field boundary south of the church 
access, and (b) a short 30 mph, around 350m long, on Bradfield St George Road to include the 
houses.  Officers would be allowed to agree the exact points of each limit”. 

The Parish Council has been trying to get the speed limit in the village reduced for many years, and 
finally we are on the first steps to achieving this.  Once we have a speed limit of 40mph or less in the 
village we can then ask the Police to do random speed checks.  This is something that we are not 
permitted to do with the current speed limit of 60mph throughout the village. 

With these first stages of success comes the issue of how the changes in speed limit will be funded.  
We are advised by the Highways Department that the costs will be in the region of £12,000-£15,000.  
This includes all of the works to include the Legal Notices etc.  We are awaiting a breakdown of 
those costs to see if our Clerk, along with the External Funding Officer at Suffolk County Council, can 
attract any private funding to our project.  Projects of this nature have to be privately funded and 
that is usually via County Councillor funds, Parish Council funds and private/grant donations.   

The County Councillor, Karen Soons has advised that she has at least £6,000 to add to our project 
fund.  The Parish Council has reserves in the region of £2,500 to go toward the project.   

Bearing this in mind, the Parish Council proposed at its meeting on 14 November 2017 to raise the 
Parish Precept for 2018-2019.  The Precept is a sum of money that each household pays as part of 
their Council Tax bill.  The Borough Council collect the monies and pass the total precept amount 
onto the Parish Council.  The Parish Council proposed to raise the precept from £1785 per year to 
£2785 per year for 2018-2019.  To put this into context, so it perhaps makes more sense, it would 
mean that a Band D household  will pay an increase of £0.274 per week (£14.29 per year). 

The Precept may need to stay at this level for 2-3 to raise enough funds.  It is anticipated that the 
project would not be ready to be implement for at least 18 months in any event, so we have some 
time to raise funds.   

The Parish Council appreciate that for some people the increase may have more of an impact on 
some people than it does other in the village, and it is because of this reason that the Parish Council 
decided not to raise the precept by more than £1,000.  However, if any individuals in the village feel 
that they want to, and are able to, make further donations to try to get this project concluded as 
soon as possible then we would be very pleased to hear from you, if you would contact our Clerk 
Nicola on bradfieldstclarepc@gmail.com, or 07817 170906. 

We thank you for your understanding whilst we are raising funds to implement the actions agreed 
by the Speed Limit Panel and therefore improve the safety of roads within our village. 

Bradfield St Clare Parish Council 

mailto:bradfieldstclarepc@gmail.com

